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CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE DISCUSSION FORUM FOR THE 
' XIX AUSTRIAN CP CONGRESS 

/Following is a translation of excerpts from an 
article by Toni Lehr, page 5, and J 0 Pechinger, 
page 6, entitled, "Contributions to the Discussion 
Forum for the XIX Austrian CP Congress," in the 
German-language daily newspaper of the Communist 
Party of Austria, Volkstimme (Voice of the People), 
Vienna, 1 April 19&5* pages 5 and bj 

A. 

The contradiction between the penetration of our ideas 
and the decline of our Party is designated in the list of theses 
as the principal problem. This problem must remain at the center 
of our discussion. Good and useful suggestions by the Communists 
are sometimes taken up by the Government parties under pressure 
from the workers, and carried out. When this happens, it is a 
success for all the workers. The workers are frequently willing 
to recognize the role being played by the Communists, and where 
they are in sufficient strength, even elect them to the company 
Workers’ Council /Betriebsrat7 > However, in political elections 
they refuse to give us their confidence. 

The theses explain this under the headings, "Political 
Conditions," and "Weaknesses and Mistakes of the Party." We 
cannot change the political conditions. But we must overcome 
the mistakes and weaknesses. The entire Party must co-operate 
in overcoming these. And for this the first pre-condition is 
that the Party be aware of these mistakes and weaknesses. 

The theses twice mention past mistakes: "The fact that 
we did not in the past always maintain enough regard for this 
autonomy (as an independent Party) also led to several politi¬ 
cal errors." Also: "The chief ideological deficiency among 
the Party leaders -- and for this the Party leadership is chief¬ 
ly responsible -- is that there has been insufficient success 
to date in developing political initiative on the basis of this 
orientation. Old and obsolete concepts and ideas, antiquated 
methods of working still play an important part." 
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So far so good# But is that enough? These are general -- 
far too general — statements within the framework of formal 
self-criticism. Please do not misunderstand me: I am against 
the search for those personally to blame. It is simply a ques¬ 
tion of establishing the mistake precisely and concretely and 
seeking out its causes. For if we do not correct the mistake? 1 s 
causes, it will persist. How many resolutions have we passed in 
the past ten years on necessary ideological work? And how few 
have been carried outi The "old and obsolete concepts and ideas, 
antiquated methods of working" crop up in discussions again and 
again. They not only snow up among the ordinary comrades who 
can no longer think their way out of them, but also among respon¬ 
sible Party functionaries right up to Central Committee level. 

This could be seen in the discussion published in Weg und Ziel 
(The Way and the Goal, monthly theoretical journal of the 
Austrian Communist Party). 

Where is there any public discussion with these comrades 
who advocate "old and obsolete concepts"? What leading comrade 
rose to deal with these erroneous ideas in the Weg und Ziel 
discussion, and made any effort to allow the new ideas to work 
their way through in debate? Does any genuine debate exist? Or 
are not a great many things being shoved under the rug or 
patched up with glue? This is particularly true in connection 
with the new thinking about the peaceful way to Socialism, and 
an autonomous policy proper to Austria. 

The "blotting-out" and "paste-up" policy, the habit of 
carrying on opportunistic and interminable discussions, can 
only have the effect of amplifying discontent within the Party 
and further weakening our influence. Many correct apprehensions 
of the truth to be found in our documents lose the power to con¬ 
vince by being advocated by comrades who have long ceased to 
believe in them. 

We shall only be able to win back our political credit 
when the public really believes that we, the entire Party, have 
clearly recognized our mistakes, thoroughly analyzed them, 
and honestly corrected them; that the Party has overthrown the 
old and obsolete tradition and has begun to put the new thinking 
energetically into execution, on the most vital issues. 

Toni Lehr, Vienna 
XIX 
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B. 

We should drop the slogan ‘'Co-determination 11 because it 
is misleading. As long as the Capitalist State continues to exist 
there can be no such thing as co-determination of the workers. 

The Capitalists are not so politically blind as to admit this — 
but the workers would be making fools of themselves to imagine 
they had any power of co-determination just because they now — 
equally'misleadingly 4 , even'treacherously 4 — have been accorded 
the title of "social partner" /Sozialpartner/. 

The workers have enough trouble fighting for their day- 
to-day demands, morsels large or small that the Capitalists 
"grab away" from them. But when it is a question of major in¬ 
ternal investment policy within a concern (to cite but one exam¬ 
ple!) or even external quest for capital funds, or co-ordination 
between various companies, neither the workers nor their Workers 1 
Councils are consulted, and they cannot co-determine anything. 

Precisely excluded from the bargain was any possibility 
of allowing the workers to co-determine issues of Capitalist 
profit-economy, or appearing as co-responsible signatories to 
machinations hostile to the interests of the workers and the 
people. 


No, not until the country's entire industry has been 
socialized, which means that the Capitalists have been divested 
of their property, will the workers be able to determine any¬ 
thing, and this they will have to do alone, without the co-de- 
termination of the already overthrown, but perhaps still "com- 
plainingly present" Capitalists... 

Readers are urged to send in concrete examples of any 
proven successful effectiveness to date of the slogan of co¬ 
determination to Volkstimme , by way of contribution to the dis¬ 
cussion. 

J. Pechinger, Vienna XVI 
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AVANTI NOTES DISCORD BETWEEN PRO-CHINESE EXTREMISTS, 

AND LEADERSHIP WITHIN PCI 

/Following is a translation of an article by Franco Gerardi entitled 
"The Scarlet Letters/' in the Italian-language daily newspaper Avantl ! 
(Forward), organ of the Socialist Party of Italy, Rome, 31 March 1965# page 1/ 

We can reduce to a single contradiction the many contradictions 
contained in the "colloquium with our readers" of I/Unita's director, 
l% 'Unita —Unity—is the organ of the Italian Communist Party/ which is of 
course the "colloquium" of the Communist leadership with the Sinophile 
extremist groups which are increasing within the ranks of the PCI /Partito 
Comunista Itallano; Italian Communist Party/• It is the contradiction of 
someone who wants to look like one thing and is actually something else. 

So that we are not misunderstood, it is well to say right away that 
the pro-Chinese extremists in the PCI are making a mistake, and a big one, 
when they claim to see in Peking's positions, and even in it6 atomic bomb, 
a force for liberation, when they are actually nothing but manifestations 
of a power policy, means of penetration and influence in Asia and Africa, 
instruments to seek in other countries that fortune, on the economic plane 
as well, which is so hard to find in Chinese territory. The world’s primary 
problem is peace and its corollary is the struggle for disarmament; this is 
also the route to liberty, the civilized way of helping the new national 
communities to exercise their weight, the road which will make it possible 
to replace the equilibrium of arms which has hitherto governed the world 
(and not in favor of the oppressed) with the equilibrium of civilizations. 

Long roads, which pass through struggles, renunciations, sacrifices, but 
no longer than other roads which have covered the earth with crosses and 
filled the history of mankind with so many useless wars. 

But the fact is that these mistaken extremist positions are there, 
and are there on the international level, with all the noise of the American 
bombings of North Vietnam, and with all the racket of the explosion which 
8hook the United States embassy in Saigon; they are there with the force 
which ideological and political problems acquire when they collide with the 
attitude of great world powers. 

The Italian Communists, however they may multiply their appeals for 
the liberty of Vietnam, double their parades and demonstrations, carry on 
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about the Vietnamese problem, lay all the blame on the United States and 
ignore China's responsibility, are still forced to declare and write that 
China's positions are "disgraceful" and all their great effort to hold 
back Internal dissension within the party goes up in smoke. The effort of 
the Communist press to show that the USSR is helping the Vietnamese patriots 
more and better than China is pathetic; the fact is that the USSR's views 
on Vietnam are not those of China; the fact is that the Sino-Soviet conflict 
is a reality which is not finished nor was it something which could fall 
along with Khrushchev's head or with the concessions made verbally by the 
Moscow "19"; the fact is that Chinese extremism is and will continue to 
line up with all extremism, the fruit of immaturity and exasperation, 
against which the most aware and most responsible part of the labor move¬ 
ments of the different countries has always had to struggle to open up a 
road for itself and bring forward its own positions. 

This "always" is still going on, and we know something about it here 
in Italy, where the left, strong and well organized, still is not succeeding 
in employing more than one part of its strength for the construction of a 
democratic society and state, because of the insufficiency of internal 
debate in the PCI, and the consequent insufficiency of clarity in its 
political positions. 

This incapacity of the PCI to face its problems with a democratic 
spirit and methods and to solve them politically is once more being manifest¬ 
ed in a clamorous form. L'Unlta 's "colloquium" is nothing but a monologue, 
with the moral, not the political, condemnation of all those who are not 
in agreement. Without a debate, without a confrontation, without divisions 
of responsibility, without political summings up. 

But what good is it to stamp as disgraceful, to brand as scarlet, 
the letters from the Sinophile extremists which have been pouring out 
onto L'Unlta 's desks and those of the PCI leadership? It can 6erve to 
maintain the PCI's policy in its wide circle of ambiguities and opportunism, 
not to resolve any problem whatsoever, neither that of extremist dissidence, 
(which, if anything, will find new disciples) nor that of the advancement 
and improvement of the PCI's political positions. 

The Communists, in the face of the phenomenon which is arising in 
the party, should be convinced of the error of a system which prevents 
them from making adequate Inroads into the political life of the country 
without solving the problem of unity; they should be convinced that it is 
no longer possible to put off the greatest choices which a labor party 
must make. 

If we had not made these choices, and paid the price which every 
choice involves, where would we be now? And what would be the price that 
the workers and the masses of the people would still be paying for this 
desertion on our part of the vital problems and the vital political struggle 
of our country? 

2731 

CSO: 3001-N 

- 5 - 



AVANTI DISCUSSES L'UNITA ATTACK ON RED CHINESE 


/Following is a translation of an unsigned article entitled 
“ L'Unita Brands the PCI* 'Chinese 1 with the Stamp of Infamy," 
in the Italian-language daily newspaper of the Italian 
Socialist Party Avantit (Forward!), Rome, 30 March 1965, 
pages 1, 8j J 


The Italian Communists who have been principally (and quite correctly) 
concerned with one thing in the Sino-Soviet conflict, namely that the 
dissension not be resolved with the traditional Stalinist method of excom¬ 
munication, now seem, themselves, to be at the point of applying this method, 
within the PCI, unmercifully condemning those positions which derive from 
Peking's theses. This situation is clearly reflected in the "colloquium 
with our readers" which Mario Alicata, editor of L'Unita wrote the other 
day [See TICD, No. 9^3 ] in reply to the questions which are being 

asked at the grass-roots of the Communist movement a propos of Vietnam, the 
USSR and China. 

This "colloquium" reveals the insufficiency of democratic debate 
within the Italian Communist Party; and this lack finds an outlet in the 
questions, the protests, the Judgments which are expressed in letters both 
"signed and unsigned," or signed with something like "a group of comrades 
from..." which were addressed to L'Unita , since the time that the Vietnam 
conflict assumed dramatic aspects on the political as well as the military 
level, since it Involves power contrasts which these "groups of comrades" 
relate to the Sino-Soviet conflict. 

The question of "volunteers" is closed by Alicata with the recog¬ 
nition that such an initiative would be more realistic if couched in the 
terms of the sending of a non-combattant unit, and with warnings of the 
political and diplomatic difficulties which such a proposal involves. But 
what concerns Alicata is not the "Garibaldian" spirit of such suggestions, 
but the opinions which sectors of the Communist grass-roots share with the 
Chinese. These positions are expressed in the anonymous, signed, or 
collective letters which accuse the USSR of "responsibility for the Viet¬ 
namese tragedy (through its policy of peaceful coexistence, which only 

♦PCI—Partito Comunlsta Itallano; Italian Communist Party. L'Unita (Unity) 
is the dally newspaper of the PCI. 
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served to encourage American imperialism), more or less on a par with that 
of the United States of America/ 1 "Well now," Alicata writes, "we must 
state with the same frankness that this is disgraceful." This label is 
branded onto the readers who uphold such positions, but Alicata wishes to 
push the matter further, saying that 'better still...what is disgraceful 
is the fact that Communist parties like the Chinese or the Albanian...have 
transformed their ideological polemic against certain of the USSR's theses 
into a smear campaign whose sad fruits we are gathering today." 

Such fruits have sprouted as well within the PCI, genuinely sad and 
poisoned fruits, but fruits to whose growth Communist conformity, uncertain¬ 
ty, and the contradictions of the PCI on fundamental issues--like the 
relation between democratization of the labor struggle in Italy or the 
policy of coexistence—have contributed. And it is difficult to believe 
that such fruits could be changed or drained of the poison with which they 
are undoubtedly tainted without a serious debate which sets up other 
solutions, other roads, other possibilities in opposition to the "Chinese" 
positions—to which the Vietnam conflict has given a strong emotional 
content. Disgrace is the word to which Alicata returns: "a true and 
proper disgrace" to lower oneself to the level of Insults, "even while the 
process of events should be compelling us to unity of action against 
imperialism, far beyond any ideological dissent." 

Not only a disgrace, but also "a proof of the desire which seems to 
have grown up in the Chinese comrades to reject both discussion and the 
temporary curtailment of discussion of principles to face current dangers." 

But how can Alicata express such surprise because readers of L'Unlta 
accept as "beyond all discussion" Peking's recent document against the 
preconference of Communist parties which took place at Moscow, without 
wondering what the PCI had done on the level of democratic debate against 
the extremists' erring positions? And does he believe that he can placate 
them by declarations that a "good shipment of air-land missiles" to North 
Vietnam is worth more than a clamorous demonstration before the American 
embassy in Moscow? To this argument Alicata adds—in a hesitant form al¬ 
though actually convinced—that "it is more important for the Chinese 
comrades today to demonstrate the possibility of avoiding, if not world 
war, at least more or less generalized local wars, and to act in a united 
fashion to alleviate and abbreviate the tragedy of the Vietnamese people." 

The accusation of disgrace falls upon a sector of the Communist 
Party which is confused and disillusioned by the PCI's political incapacity 
to develop its themes and proposals with coherence; accused by its critics, 
but unbalanced by the absence of proposals on the part of Communist policy, 
to which there could certainly have been recourse, it attacks the forces 
of renewal working positively in Italian politics, and the Judgment of 
other Communists which Alicata cites to say that attacking the USSR means, 
willy-nilly, to play the imperialists' game. Playing the right's game 
could very well be said of the PCI's position in Internal policy. 
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Let u a discuss things, says Allcata to the PCI's "Chinese", listing 
the subjects, subjects which should have been discussed for some time already 
(and which the Communists say they have always done), but the excommunication 
has already been pronounced and cannot represent the approach to debate• 

And in the absence of democratic, debate, Irresponsible extremist positions 
find their space and nourishment. They can be confused, stifled, but not 
to the benefit of clear positions, not to the benefit of the truth, not 
overcome on the leve}. of coherence, of democratic confrontations, from which 
alone can a productive political line, not one of "sad fruits," not one 
of excomounlcator8 and excommunicated, but one of positions in legitimate, 
free, and open confrontation be born. 

2731 

CSO: 38OI-N 


- 8 - 



L'HUMANITE t THE CHINESE LEADERS REFUSE 
TO END POLEMIC 


/Following is a translation of an article entitled, "The 
Chinese Leaders Refuse to End the Public Polemic," in the 
French-language daily newspaper of the French Communist 
Party, l'Humanite (Humanity), Paris, ZJ March 1965, page 


Jen-min Jih-pao (The People's Daily), the central organ of the 
Chinese Communist Party, yesterday morning published an article devoted 
to the meeting held in Moscow, from 1 March to 5 March, by the repre¬ 
sentatives of 19 Communist and workers 1 parties. 

While this meeting primarily deliberated upon the measures to be 
taken in order to overcome the differences existing in the international 
Communist movement and to remedy the serious friction resulting there¬ 
from, Jen-min Jih-pao declares, on the contrary, that those taking part 
in the Moscow meeting "devoted themselves to divisive activities which 
increase the obstacles to an international conference of Communist parties 
for unity," and which delay the holding of this conference by "ten years 
or more," 

It is known that the meeting of the 19 parties had been called in 
accordance with the method unanimously adopted at the time of the last 
international Communist conference. 

In order to create conditions favorable to the holding of a new 
conference, the 19 parties declared themselves in favor of the cessation 
of the public polemic between Communist parties. Jen-min Jih-pao replies 
that the leaders of the Chinese Communist Party do not agree to putting an 
end to this polemic. And, in fact, it devotes itself to new and violent 
attacks against the Communist Party of the Soviet Union and the other 
fraternal parties. In particular, it says that "in replacing Khrushchev 
the new Soviet leaders simply changed labels, and put more flexible 
methods into practice for the purpose of better applying Khrushchevism." 



Jen-min Jih-pao accuses the Soviet Union of "capitulating 
to imperiallsm" and of desiring, with respect to Vietnam, 

"to successfully conclude a plot for peace talks intended to 
stifle the struggle of the people of South Vietnam* 11 

And Jen-nin Jih-pao lays down a set of conditions: "to 
publicly renounce the calling of a new international Communist 
conference, to publicly acknowledge the errors committed 
with regard to China and Albania, to pledge publicly to re¬ 
nounce the errors of Khrushchevlan revisionism, etc*, and, 
besides, to publicly admit that the revisionist line and the 
program adopted at the XX and the XXII Congresses of the con*- 
munist Party of the Soviet Union are mistaken." 

Do the leaders of the Chinese Communist Party, then, 
forget that they subscribed to 'the 8l-Party Declaration, 
which, speaking or the decisions. of the XX Congress of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union, proclaimed that they 
"not only are of great Importance to the Communist Party of 
the Soviet Union, but have also marked the beginning of a 
new stage in the international Communist movement, and con¬ 
tributed to its development on the basis of Marxism-Lenin¬ 
ism 1 ^ 
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WEST QEjJM^N CP MARKS ON POLICY OF RE-ORIENTATION 

/following is a translation of an article by 
Henning Prank entitled, "To Be National is 
Everything," in the German-language independent weekly 
newspaper, Christ und Welt (The Christian and 
the World), No. 12, Stuttgart, 19 March 19&5, 
page bj 

West German Communists Show Their Most Amiable Side. 

The Deutsche Frledensunion (German Peace Union, DFU) has lost 
its most valuable allies for election campaigns. The leaders of 
the illegal Communist Party of West Germany have decided to dis¬ 
continue their actions in support of the DFU and all similar 
organizations. Comrades in the Federal Republic have been given 
the word to go back to Party and trade-union work as primary 
tasks, as it was soon to be expected that the Party would be 
granted legitimate status. 

The members of the Politburo of the West German CP are 
very optimistic. They hope that in the course of the coming year 
they will be able to abandon their exile in the East Zone and 
return to Party Headquarters in Duesseldorf. Max Reimann, the 
aging CP chief, let this be known through his conversation at 
the Leipzig Spring Fair; the West German Party apparatus is 
already armed for this eventuality. Just how this objective 
was supposed to be brought about he could not say. 

The West German CP, notwithstanding its illegality, has embar¬ 
ked upon a semi-public activity known in Party jargon as "self- 
legalization". Whereas hitherto meetings between CP function¬ 
aries in Central Germany and foreign countries have always been 
held in strict secrecy, for the last several weeks entire mem¬ 
berships of local branches and company branches have been holding 
their meetings undisturbed in neighboring France, Belgium and 
Holland for elections of officers. The risk of prosecution in¬ 
herent in such meetings was accepted in the calculations of the 
Central Committee of the West German CP. 
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The possibility of mass arrests of Communists would have 
been even welcomed by the East Berlin Party chiefs, but the en¬ 
tourage of Max Reimann does not believe it will come to that. 

The CP chiefs are rather more inclined to believe that the Fe¬ 
deral' Government in Bonn will make book with this quasi-legal 
existence of the West German CP in consideration of the forth¬ 
coming Bundestag elections. 

Meanwhile the CP leaders have been exerting themselves 
more and more to be free of the tutelage of the SED. Moscow 
has recently been encouraging Max Reimann and other CP functio¬ 
naries over and over again to steer their own course and not to 
keep on as an escort vessel riding in the wake of Ulbricht. The 
first steps in a policy re-orientation on the part of the West 
German CP have already become apparent, A surprising transforma¬ 
tion has already occurred in that Party's attitude toward the 
West German Federal Army. The Hamburg Communist leader Hein Fink, 
presently also to be found in East Berlin, explained this as 
follows: "We are not against the Bundeswehr , for the Federal Re¬ 
public has to use its own troops to protect the inviolability 
of its borders; we do hold that the wrong set of pilots must be 
removed from control of the rudder." 

This reappraisal is part of the West German CP's plan 
to get involved in national politics. In his public statement 
Max Reimann sanctimoniously expressed his allegiance to the 
Constitution's clause that "as far as the Government is con¬ 
cerned, all Parties and organizations must be recognized as 
valid." This reference to the West German CP's loyalty to the 
Constitution is supposedly aimed at removing the obstacles that 
still remain today in the way of revoking the prohibition of 
the Party. 

The unpleasantness constantly generated by the prosecution 
of ordinary CP members in the Federal Republic reinforces the 
CP leadership in its efforts. Even leading politicians such as 
Ministerpresident Meyers of North Rhine-Wesphalia have announced 
themselves in favor of a re-examination of the prohibition decree. 

The West German CP is furthermore on the lookout for new 
comrades, in order to make some dent in the membership leakage 
they have experienced over the last few years. A Politburo report 
rebuked the Party organizations in the Ruhr, the Saar and Baden- 
Wdrttemberg* because in contrast to the Communists in Bavaria and 
Hamburg they were unsuccessful in fulfilling the "Karl Liebknecht 
Proclamation". A total of two thousand new members were supposed 
to have been recruited, but only one thousand signed the enrollment 
in the West German CP. 

They are especially anxious to win over the Left Socialists 
who have walked out of the German Socialist Party (SPD), in order 
to achieve earnestly desired unity of action with the Social Demo¬ 
crats with their assistance at some future time. The first step will 
be to order all comrades to support all the SPD candidates who. 



"in contrast to the Brler-Wehner group," advocate "disarmament 
and Democracy." But this is exactly where disagreement reigns 
among the partisans of the hard line who occupy many positions 
of leadership in the illegal organization. They are calling for 
battle without quarter against the conciliatory CP leadership 
in East Berlin. 
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THE CONQRESS OF THE FRBO UNION OF COMMUNIST STUDENTS (UEC) 

AND THE UEC CONFLICT WITH THE CP 

[Following is a translation of an unsigned article 9 entitled "Lesson 
from the UEC Congress" f in the French-language monthly periodical 
Unlr Pour 1? Socialise (Unite for Socialism), dissident Communist 
organ. No 109, Paris, 15 Mar 65, pp 2-3.] 


Le D6bat Communist (Communist Debate), in the issue which appears 
today, publishes the statements of a member of the former National Com¬ 
mittee of the Union of Communist Students (Comity National de 1*Union 
des Etudisnts Communistesj UEC) concerning the Eighth Congress of that 
organization, Unir had announced that this Congress would feature a 
resumption of power by the Party 1 3 bureaucratic leadership. 

Although it is true that the administrative measures which the 
Party leadership was foroed to employ are not a sign of strength, and 
that the majority which it assured itself by the use of Stalinist methods 
illustrates its inability to persuade by argument, it is nonetheless true 
that an important lesson has been provided by the aforesaid Eighth 
Congress. 

In fact, that leadership had an absolute majority at the opening 
of the Congress, but it did not shut off debate. It permitted the 
"opponents 11 to express themselves; it allowed ballots to be taken during 
which delegates appointed at the leadership^ own behest sometimes voted 
against its recommendations. In particular, there was a vote denouncing 
the misrepresentations of l 1 Humanity (Humanity); another called for con¬ 
sideration of the leftist motion, etc. 

One must, of course, take into consideration the fact that the 
leadership realized that all politically-oriented public opinion was 
watching this Congress and that it would have to keep a semblance of 
democracy if it were not to be totally discredited. One must also take 
into consideration the special nature of the struggle carried on by 
certain comrades of the opposition within the UEC whose political demands 
go quite a bit farther than those advocated by Unir as a means of reno¬ 
vating the Party, lffe do not approve of certain of these demands, and 
the group in command of the PCF was able to marshal the votes even of 
anti-Stalinist students against them. 



Nevertheless, the principal fact derived from the Eighth UEC 
Congress was that there has existed an entire organization that has been 
able, through statutory channels, to oppose the Party administration and 
elect a National Committee that represented the will of the membership, 
despite that administration. At the Seventh Congress, in an effort to 
recover its balance * the administration put forward a list of candidates 
for the National Committee which it shared with the "anti-Stalinists" 

(35 supporters of the National Bureau, 18 from the Left, as against 35 
,, Thorezites ,, /supporters of the policies of the late Party Secretary, 
Maurice Thor6z — translator/* In the final analysis, there were the 
undermining operations of the bureaucracy* the harassment, the bribery, 
and the boycott, all combined* the PC leadership had the last word. 
Doubtless, in a number of areas* it resorted to trickery and rigged the 
preparations for the Congress; however, it appears that this merely 
speeded up the decision and that the leadership would have had the final 
say anyway, though somewhat later. 

There was a damaging split in the anti-Stalinist forces of the 
UEC and insufficient support from the reasonable elements of the Party 
(except, of course, for the belated letter of the University instructors). 

However, one is justified today in wondering viiether the struggle 
for a return to democratic procedures in the PCF — in the light of the 
UEC experience — will suffice, and whether, even if this struggle were 
successful within the Party, we would not see the bureaucracy eventually 
triumph over the majority that would be formed against it ... a majority 
that we are far from attaining but that the UEC did obtain. 

Is it not even possible that the present PCF leadership may sacri¬ 
fice a few scapegoats and grant a certain formal freedom of expression, 
yet find a way, through the medium of a control apparatus, to continue 
implementation of the policy of its own choosing? 

A defense solely of Leninist democracy no longer seems to provide 
sufficient terrain for the struggle on behalf of communist rehabilitation 
and has the disadvantage of making Unir appear to be placing its criti¬ 
cism upon a dogmatic basis. In view of the general evolution of the 
international movement, the "Thorezite" leadership is increasingly in a 
position to furnish the appearances of democratization that are capable 
of deceiving honest militants. The introduction of the secret ballot 
into the Statutes has changed nothing in regard to the appointment of 
the governing bodies from above; it has, however, made our task of crit¬ 
icism more difficult, in that the leadership can more easily deoeive the 
militants by hailing the secret ballot as a democratic step forward* 

The inauguration of "discussion platforms' 1 and a greater freedom for 
internal criticism can only be — to the extent that the permanent 
machinery remains controlled — mere "safety valves" permitting excess 
pressure to escape without the leadership^ retaining ary of the criti¬ 
cism that is formulated. 

On first glance we feel that the lesson learned from the UEC 
Congress is that criticism of the policies of the bureaucratic leader¬ 
ship and of its political shortcomings must be coupled with a defense 
of correct political positions. Informing the militants is an absolute 
necessity y but they must also be told what a real Communist Party should 
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do In a given situation so that they may judge, reflect, and intervene 
politically after comparing the two policies that are offered to them. 

This in no way excludes the struggle for the extension of the 
rigits of the militants and far democracy within the Party: quite the 
contraxy. For how can you defend a policy that differs from that of the 
Politburo without at the same time demanding the right to express it, to 
defend it, to debate it, and to vote on it, or without opposing admin¬ 
istrative sanction^ against those comrades who defend a political policy 
that the leadership is unwilling to approve? 

This does net imply surrender by the UEC, for the UEC has not 
been vanquished. It continues; and in addition to the salutary results 
deriving from the fight it waged, there will certainly be before long a 
resurgence of anti-Stalinist sentiment among the majority that Leroy 
has contrived* 

Increased assistance must of course be given to the UEC comrades 
and to the University instructors who publicly supported them; but we 
must also utilize their experience in improving and strengthening our 
own action. 

For this purpose, too, the struggle waged by the UEC will not 
have been in vain. 


10,992 

CSOs 3801-S 


16 



WAIDECK ROCHET ASSURES UEC OF FRENCH CP»S FULL SUPPORT 

/Following is the translation of greetings addressed by Waldeck 
Rochet to the French Union of Communist Students, 
in the JVench-language weekly organ of the French Communist Party, 
France nouvclle (New France), Paris, No. 1,015» 31 March-6 April 
1965, page *K/ 


(last Saturday and Sunday, the National Committee of the Union of 
Comnunist Students, elected at the recent Congress, held its first meeting. 
On this occasion the National Committee of the UEC /Union des etudiants 
communists® — Union of Communist Students^ received Waldeck Rochet, general 
secretary of the Party; and Roland Leroy, member of the Political Bureau 
and secretary of the Central Committee. This reception was attended in par¬ 
ticular hy Christian Echard, general secretary of Communist Youth; and Fran¬ 
cois Hilsun, collaborator of the Central Committee. 

(During this reception Guy Hermier, general secretary of the UEC, 
greeted the Party leadership and expressed the UEC leadership 1 s thanks for 
the constant political aid the Party gives the Communist students. Waldeck 
Rochet replied with the speech we publish below.) 

Dear Comrades; 

I thank Comrade Guy Hermier, general secretary of the UEC, for his 
fraternal greetings and his words of welcome. 

It is very enjoyable for me to be received today by the members of 
the UEC *s National Committee and to be able in my turn to greet you warmly 
In the name of the Political Bureau and the Central Coimnittea of the Party. 

I take great satisfaction In congratulating all of you on your elec¬ 
tion to the Central Committee of the UEC. 

You fought with courage to secure the victory of the Party 1 s correct 
positions within the student movement, and you have won. 



Our Party unreservedly approves the correct decisions and conclusions 
you reached at your Congress# 

As a natter of fact, this is what was clearly expressed by Comrade 
Roland Leroy in the nane of the delegation of the Party's Central Coranittee 
at your Congress# 

After Roland Leroy, I repeat that it is in a spirit of fraternal trust 
in the students that the Party will pursue its efforts so that the student 
movement may develop ever more broadly# 

In his lecture at the opening session of the Week of Marxist Thought, 
in March 1963, Maurice Thorez said that all students, regardless of their 
allegiance or social origin, had serious ideological and moral reasons for 
Joining the democratic camp# 

That is absolutely right# 

This rally of the broad masses of students in the struggle for demo¬ 
cratic objectives, however, largely depends on the existence of a large organ¬ 
ization of Communist students — an organization that rakes its decisions 
democratically, inspired both by the action program of the working class's 
Party and by the interests of the students themselves# 

This is to say that in the general battle against the backward forces 
of the past and for the triumph of the forces of the future which are strug¬ 
gling for social progress, peace, democracy, and socialism, you have in the 
UEC an important place to hold# 

We are convinced that you will hold it with honor# 

Already there are among you many Party members,’and I an sure that 
others will join and become also Party militants. 

Dear Comrades, in the name of our Central Committee I renew to you 
the assurance that our Party will do everything in its power to assist the 
development of the Union of Communist Students# 

I wish you great further successes in the efforts you have decided 
to make to gain the confidence of tens of thousands of students# 

Long live the Union of Communist Studentsl 
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FRENCH CP STRESSES PARTY WORK AMONG EITELLECTU A IS 


/Following Is a translation of an article by Henri Krasucki 
entitled, “On Problems Connected with Party Work Among the 
Intellectuals 11 in the French-language weekly organ of the 
French CP, France Nouvelle (New France), No, 1015, Paris, 

31 March~6 April 1965* pages 13-15*7 


(Before Communist university faculty members and researchers of the 
5th district of Paris, Henri Krasucki recently considered some problems of 
the application of Party policy among intellectuals, as was set forth by the 
17th Congress. Our readers will find below the main passages of that lecture.) 

The Party has always devoted great attention to the problems of the 
cultural, scientific, technical, and artistic development of the country be¬ 
cause it recognizes its foremost importance for the nation 1 s future and be¬ 
cause it is the Party of the working class, the class that embodies that 
future. 


It takes into account the growing importance of intellectuals, as 
regards both their number and their role, and their awareness of representing 
a social force capable of substantially influencing the influence of society 
and the solution of economic and political problems. 

Intellectuals feel in all areas the consequences of the Gaullist poli¬ 
cy, the policy of the monopolies. 

In all fields the expansion of productive forces — including science 
and technology — creates conditions favorable to a tremendous upsurge of 
knowledge and culture and their dissemination among the masses, and raises 
fresh problems. 

But the very nature of capitalism, the strengthening of the monopolies 1 
power, and the policy they pursue are the main obstacle to this upsurge, be¬ 
cause the monopolies resolve these new problems on tho basis of their interest, 
which does not coincide with a true cultural development. 
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Monopolies Vs. Culture 


By the same token they attack the situation of intellectuals, the 
majority of whom are now salaried* 

The shameful situation of teaching, the inadequacy of salaries, the 
lowering of the role of teachers in the nation are an illustration of this, 
but not the only one. 

The number of engineers, cadres, and technicians has vastly increased, 
along with their importance. They have not lacked promises , and they have 
been presented by some as the new leading class in the years of neo-capital- 
istic phantasies* Actually they are wage earners exploited like the others* 
even though the forms differ and their situation has evolved in the direction 
of coming closer to the other workers. Their work is subject to rationaliza¬ 
tion and specialization, and its creative aspect is greatly endangered. 

In various forms and to varying degrees, the intellectuals thus feel 
the effects of the monopolies 1 domination and of their policy, which is that 
of the Gaullist rule. 

They are concerned with the future of teaching, of science, of all 
culture, knowing their importance for the nation at a time when the great¬ 
ness of a country is measured more than ever by the number and quality of 
its scientists, its researchers, and its creators. They are greatly concerned 
over their material and spiritual situation and over the very conditions of 
their professional activity. They are deeply attached to democracy and feel 
the effects of the system of personal power. Their discontent has often been 
expressed in actions and movements of protest. 

This is seen in universities, among researchers, and among all teachers, 
as well as in the participation by engineers and cadres in large number in 
the struggles of all wage earners, and in the protests of a great share of 
the medical corps against the shameful degradation of the health services. 

It is also seen in the strike carried out successfully by the television 
creators, in the movement taking shape of all directors in the face of the 
cinema crisis, and in the activity of the Union of Plastic Arts and the ela¬ 
boration by nearly all plastic artists' organizations of a charter of joint 
demands — to cite but these examples. 

In all these activities Comunist intellectuals display initiative 
and make an important contribution at the side of their colleagues. 

The intellectuals' discontent matches that of the working class and 
other strata victimized by the government's policy. 

Intellectuals have the strongest reasons to associate themselves with 
the struggle to achieve a rally of all democratic forces against personal 
rule and reaction, around a joint program affording the prospect of true 
democracy. More generally, they have the strongest reasons to side with the 


- 20 - 



forking class, because their future is not on the side of capitalism, but 
Is with the socialist transformation of society, that is, on the side of the 
only revolutionary class capable of achieving it completely with its allies# 

Under these conditions our task is to help the mss of intellectuals 
to reach this conclusion and to win them over to alliance with the working 

class# 

Ih the Light of the 17th Congress 

On the basis of this evaluation the 17th Congress, continuing a cons¬ 
tant effort of the Party, defined the orientation of our work, whose spirit 
can be summarized as followsi 

(1) We must contribute to rallying the mass of intellectuals to the 
struggle for democracy as an important element of the union of democratic 
forces# 


This rallying can take place on a triple basis* the struggle for the 
defense and development of culture, teaching, and science; defense of their 
economic, professional, material, and spiritual interests; the struggle 
against personal rule and its policy, for the democratic prospect our Party 
proposes to all the popular forces# 

(2) This rallying requires at the same time strengthening of the Far- 
ty^ influence and its positions among intellectuals, and the development of 
vide movements of union as well as the corresponding initiatives# 

(3) Communist intellectuals have an essential responsibility in this 
task# Elaboration of the Party 1 s theory and policy in all its aspects is the 
collective task of all Communists, and intellectuals have a full share# As 
regards our policy in the various areas of intellectual activity, their con¬ 
tribution is particularly decisive in elaborating this policy and implement¬ 
ing it, and in providing an original creation that will enrich the cultural 
heritage, enrich our theory, and contribute to the development and dissemin¬ 
ation of Communist ideology# 

(4) To accomplish their task. Communist intellectuals enjoy the full 
confidence of the Party, which calls on them to demonstrate initiative and 
boldness in thought to grasp new problems, bewaring of both dogmatism and 
opportunism# 

For Greater Activity 

The Party is concerned with favoring conditions for fruitful activity 
on the part of all Communist intellectuals# According to the formula in the 
report of the Central Committee presented by Comrade Waldeck Rochet, the aim 
is to "bring about a type of relations and work that will make it possible 
to place their laiowledge, means, and research methods at the service of the 
fight for the liberation of mankind." Once we have defined the general 
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orientation, we must amplify it, and this requires an effort of investiga¬ 
tion and concrete achievement. This is the effort the congress called on us 
to furnish. 

Where have we reached in thr meantime? I shall deal mainly with the 
question of the method with which problems are tackled, but of course one 
cannot separate the rtethod from the task objective. 

The Party has a rich experience. In the last few years working meth¬ 
ods have been applied that have given important results, stressed by the 
congress. On the basis of what has been thus acquired, the Central Committee 
has undertaken to develop it in the spirit indicated by the congress. A 
whole series of measures have been adopted or are already being applied to 
favor broad activity and wide participation of Conmnist intellectuals in 
collective thinking, in the creative and responsible contribution to the 
various sectors of intellectual activity. The following tasks arise in each 
disciplines 

To elaborate — that is, to enrich and specify, in order to propose 
it to the Party's responsible agencies — a policy corresponding to the main 
problems raised in that discipline, for the immediate present and as an ele¬ 
ment of investigation of the Party's program. To survey, propose, and con¬ 
tribute to applying initiatives aimed at a double objectives to provide on 
time for necessary political measures by the Party itself, and to favor the 
movement of union of the intellectuals concerned. 

Finally, to concern itself with the creative work of Communist intel^ 
lectuals and with their collaboration with progressive intellectuals, and 
with the way in which the ideological struggle is carried on in their sec¬ 
tor. 


To accomplish these tasks we must continuously improve, and some¬ 
times create, working methods and organisation forms that allow us to per¬ 
form them in each discipline under the responsibility of the Party's lea¬ 
dership agencies at the various levels. 

An Examples Teaching 

Let us take an example that directly concerns youi the problems of 
teaching. Beginning with the new academic year, the Party leadership has 
decided to strengthen the central comittee on teaching and research and to 
orient it toward a broad task in keeping with the size of problems raised 
and affording a wide field of activity to all Communist teachers. What are 
these problems? 

(1) To provide a correct analysis of the Fouchet Plan and carry out 
a vigorous campaign of enlightenment concerning the nature of this reform, 
in order to make it possible to organize the counter of teachers, students, 
parents of pupils, and all those having at heart the future of teaching. 



This analysis has been given expression by Party representatives, 
in particular Georges Cogniot in_articles in PHumanite /Humanity France 
nouvell e. PEcole et la nation /School and Nation/; and more recently in 
the Party document concerning students, and in a pamphlet by Pierre Juquin 
that is about to appear. 

On this basis £here has developed an active campaign featuring meet¬ 
ings and lectures organized by the Party in some cities, and the publication 
of a great deal of material! newspapers, bulletins, etc., in the major uni¬ 
versity centers* 

Wb consider it necessary for this campaign to go on and assume greater 
vigor, providing for fresh initiatives* 

(2) The moment has come to define precisely — and not only its main 
lines — what is to be a real democratic reform of teaching in keeping with 
our time, that may be achieved by the system of true democracy for which we 
struggle. 

last year were elaborated and published important documents setting 
forth proposals for the various levels of teaching. They are very useful 
materials added to the debate and represent a solid basis to pursue in that 
direction. 

Now it is a matter of investigating and actualizing the Langevin- 
Wallon Plan and of setting up a coherent overall project to meet present 
needs — a project our Party will defend, will submit to all teachers, will 
propose to all the democratic forces; a project that can play a broad role 
in the rallying and action of all those concerned with the future of teach¬ 
ing. 


Such an effort of investigation is a major task. It raises consider¬ 
able problems and requires the cooperation of the largest possible number 
of Coirenunist university people and researchers and of many teachers at the 
various levels. It affords a broad field for their thinking, their study, 
their debate, and then their confrontation with their colleagues. 

Since this task has been under way, beginning last Kovember-Decenber, 
over a hundred Communist university people and teachers have been associated 
with it, and as the work goes on many others will be called on to take part. 

With Cinema Professionals 

Problems of the same order as regards substance and proceedings oc¬ 
cur in all intellectual disciplines. Of course they differ a great deal in 
their concrete aspects since they arise from the nature of each discipline 
and are as different as can be the questions of engineers and those of 
artistic creation, those of physicians or of jurists — to mention but 
these. The solutions to be found, the forms of work to research depend of 
^course on the nature of the concerns of each discipline. There is no 



possible stereotyped formula. 

Let us take another example, that of the cinema. This art, which is 
also an industry, is going through a serious crisis. In the last year its 
struggle was an arduous one. The situation is now changing, and a trend is 
becoming outlined of*a united struggle of all moviemakers for the defense 
of their art. Communists are contributing actively along with their coL- 
leagues of all opinions. 

For the past eeyeral months a team of comrades, also relying on pre¬ 
vious work, have been preparing a draft program defining the solutions the 
Connunists propose for the problems of developing the movie art in our coun¬ 
try. Our comrades are shaping the elements of an orientation for Communists, 
which will allow them to present their answer to the questions being asked 
by all movie professionals, and first of all this ones 

A recent investigation revealed that the majority of film creators 
complain that they are unable to produce the films they v;ould like to, which 
explains in large measure the weaknesses of present production. It is natural 
for Communists to answen "Well, let us act together, and together with de¬ 
mocratic opinion, to secure real freedom of creation, against censorship 
whether direct, financial, or concealed; for the right to create the signi¬ 
ficant and powerful works that we bear within ourselvesl" They must study 
and propose the ways leading to that united struggle. 

At the same time our comradely critics discuss the important and 
delicate problems that face Communist critics in bringing about the con¬ 
gress's directives. For it is quite natural and even essential that in this 
joint struggle for freedom of creation, those of us whose job is to write 
about movies should seek to ever better interpret the ideological positions 
of the working class. It is normal and necessary that, with the originality 
of each, great freedom of judgment, and without any narrovniess, they should 
militate for movies that, to borrow Maurice Thorez's expression when he 
addressed all artists, "will serve peace, progress, democracy, and the cause 
of progressive mankind," by giving free play to the initiative, imagination, 
and taste of the creators without hemming them in within the same forms. 

In All Fields 


All Jthis preparatory work will provide a basis of discussion for a 
forthcoming study day of Communist cinema professionals, which will un¬ 
doubtedly be fruitful and give a surge to vigorous activity by all our 
comrades and the Party. This will be on their part a good contribution to 
the elaboration and implementation of our policy* 

In this outline it would be out of the question to review in the 
same way all intellectual disciplines. 

In the same spirit of initiative, elaboration, and broad participa¬ 
tion — and on the basis of the specific problems of each of them — our 
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woek develops, whether it is a matter of engineers and cadres, of television, 
of physicians, of plastic artists, of architects, of jurists, or of support 
to the activities of popular organizations for the dissemination of culture. 
The oonorete and visible expression of all this activity will undoubtedly 
be manifested in all fields of intellectual activity. 

Although this is no balance sheet and no survey of all problems, as 
I mentioned in the beginning, I should nevertheless like to underscore the 
importance of the success of some cultural manifestations in the last few 
months, particularly-in the literary field, such as the evening of homage 
to Nazim Hikmet organized by Les Lettres franchises (French Letters) at 
Pleyel and the evenings dedicated to Aragon and his songs to Recamier, In 
the world of the theater too, with the activity of the theaters in the 
Paris suburbs, suported by our municipalities. We should also mention the 
interest we take in the forthcoming sale of books of the National Committee 
of Writers. 

Finally, in the ideological realm the activities of the CERM are 
developing with success, and the last week of Marxist Thought on women was 
a significant demonstration of this. 

A Sole Criterion! Effectiveness 


We have mainly mentioned matters related to the activity of the 
various disciplines because they make it possible to properly situate — 
without however exhausting them all — questions of methods and forms of 
work. 


We do not hide from ourselves the fact that there is much to create. 
Let us return to the congress's forailat "To apply a type of relations and 
work that will allow the intellectuals to put their knowledge, their means, 
and their research methods at the service of the fight for the liberation 
of mankind." 

We are advancing in that direction. But who can do it? The Party 
leadership alone, bringing it all ready-made, saying, "Here is the type of 
relations"? No. The Party is us, all Communists, and this discovery in no 
way lessens the role or the authority of the Party leadership. 

It is through a common and mutually confident effort of Communist 
intellectuals, of the Party leadership, and of leaderships at the various 
levels, that we shall discover the most appropriate methods. 

And we shall do so not through general and more or less abstract dis¬ 
cussions, but through practice itself, through an original effort, and in 
relation to each real problem. These relations and these working methods 
cannot be frozen or valid under all circumstances. We must constantly seek, 
test, draw lessons from experiments, and constantly improve. There can be 
not the slightest mechanical attitude in the methods, no fashion, no in¬ 
fatuation for such or such a method.. None has the nature of a fetish. The 



forms and methods flow from the nature of each concrete problem to solve, 
from the real situation — and these problems and situations change. The 
forms nay be committees, permanent or temporary working groups, study circles, 
consultations, debating assemblies, study days, etc., depending on clrcunw 
stances. 


The only criterion to judge a method is effectiveness — effectiveness 
from the double viewpoint of solution as early as possible of the problem at 
hand and of Comunist intellectuals 1 participation as broad as possible in 
the activity. For instance, I have spoken of a study day for the cinema. That 
is because in the circumstances this form corresponds very well to the object 
and state of preparation. The conditions are present to have this day of 
study produce important and concrete things. 

Find the Appropriate Forms 

On the other hand, considering the present work of teaching as we 
have summarized it, it is obvious that a study day would be a totally inade¬ 
quate form, at least for the time being. It seems clear that the form pre¬ 
sently adopted corresponds better to the object of the work in progress, both 
as regards the quality of work and the numerous and effective participation 
it makes possible. It is possible that for the progress of the work, with a 
view to a broader discussion for such or such a category or level of teach¬ 
ing, study days nay be the right method. Nothing will prevent their being 
held; on the contrary, they will b9 desirable. In any event, we will have 
to find the forms of a broadened discussion of presently elaborated proposals. 
It may be that it will be study days, at least in several cases. When we shall 
be ready to hold them usefully, I shall be their warmest supporter. I say 
this because I have heard comrades insist, in an incomprehensible way, on a 
study day without talcing into account the concrete conditions. 

A study day assumes a sufficiently defined object, a basis of dis¬ 
cussion already sufficiently elaborated to permit a debate and reach con¬ 
crete conclusions. Otherwise, it is mere chatter. Again let me repeats it 
is in real work, on the basis of experience and in relation to the nature 
of each problem and to the state of progress of the work that one can de¬ 
termine the most appropriate methods. And this we shall reach through com¬ 
mon practice, enriched with also common reflexion. 

As a matter of fact, we still have much to do to resolve real quest¬ 
ions in order to be able to fully achieve the Party 1 s orientation in this 
area. I only mention these problems that we are thinking about and which 
must be solved. It would not be a bad thing for you to think of them. For 
instances all this activity obviously Cannoc be concentrated at the Central 
Comnittee level. 

The Party federations, especially those having university centers; 
the territorial sections directly concerned and that include university 
cells; and the cells themselves have a great part to play. Some of these 
.organizations have undertaken real efforts to prepare themselves to do so. 
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and it is of coarse necessary to pursue them and improve them. In particular, 
this will be an important means to facilitate the participation of comrades 
from the provinces in the general effort at elaboration* There is a problem 
to solve* 

Here is another* Specifically in the case of comrades from the pro¬ 
vinces the problem arises of a larger contribution to the national effort 
of elaboration* We are concerned with this, and it must be possible to de¬ 
termine forms making it possible. Comrades of the editorial committee of 
La Nouvelle Critioue /New Criticism/* have found some interesting ones, and 
those of scientific research are also trying. 

More generally, our concern is to constantly seek the means to af¬ 
ford an ever greater number of comrades the opportunity to take part in the 
work. There is no ready-made solution. But if we have the concern at heart, 
we shall find them. And this will allow remedying a situation some comrades 
have complained of, comrades in various disciplines who live at some distance 
from centers of intellectual activity. There can be no question of changing 
the Party's organization principles, but it is certainly possible to find 
correct solutions to enable them to be fully associated with the activity 
among intellectuals. 

Against Narrowness 

The object of this outline specially concerns problems of method and 
organization of work, and these are important. However we do not lose sight 
of the fact that this is but one aspect of the problem of applying a suitable 
type of relations and work. There are others that concern the content itself 
of these relations, their ideological and political content. Comrade Waldeck 
Rochet's report very clearly stated this, and I am only summarizing the main 
ideasi the Party takes position against any attitude of narrowness and sus¬ 
picion toward intellectuals. As for the Communist intellectuals, they bring 
an effective contribution to the Party by defending the positions of the 
working class and integrating themselves in the Party's general activity. 

The struggle against sectarian narrowness and dogmatism, which is 
essential, cannot Justify attacking the theoretical and political positions 
of the working class and its Party or lead to abandoning the struggle against 
opportunism. The Party lias reacted against wrong steps which in the past have 
marked our approaches to intellectual circles. Both in science and in the 
arts we cannot settle problems with a salvo of decisions nor authoritatively 
settle unfinished discussions among specialists* 

The Party does not intervene to frustrate scientific discussions nor 
to bring aom a priori truth* On the contrary, it encourages debates neces¬ 
sary for the advancement of knowledge and appreciates the conclusions* 

While it is necessary for Communist professors and scientists to 
combat any tendency to conciliation with bourgeois and reactionary philosophy, 
•and not to accept to give up the battle of ideas, this does not prevent them 
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in any way from tackling with ever grater boldness and independence of 
Judgment the discussion of questions that arise in the field of science, 
philosophy, and art — not in the sense of anarchistic liberalism, but in 
the service of developing emancipating thought and creative effort* 

These ideas clearly define the content of the Party 1 s relationships 
with Communist and progressive intellectuals. Thus, on a basis of principle 
the Congress has launched an appeal in favor of a vast and bold work of 
theoretical and scientific research and elaboration* The Party will do its 
best to favor this effort of research and investigations it will encourage 
discussions aimed in this direction* Important work has been done in various 
areas by Communist intellectuals before and since the Congress, and the Party 
appreciates the contribution they represent* All this assumes on our part 
debates and individual and collective work matching the highest requirements, 
as well as measures to encourage their blossoming, and also to provide for 
the publication of these works. The Central Committee tackles all these pro¬ 
blems with a desire to help solve them in keeping with the Party* s policy. 

The Communist Intellectual and His Party 

Another problem is that of the conditions of Communist intellectuals* 
militant activity. A Communist intellectual is of course a Communist like 
any other, with the same duties and the same rights* He takes part in the 
general life of the Party, in elaborating and implementing its policy, in 
the regular Party agencies he belongs to. This being so, it is however ob¬ 
vious that he has peculiarities that must be taken into account. 

(1) A 8 an intellectual, the circle in which he must mainly carry on 
his activity is that of his colleagues. 

To be sure, it is normal and sometimes essential that a Communist in¬ 
tellectual should assume in the Party or mass movement responsibilities 
that take him away from the work 3n his environment. This is true of all 
categories of Communists, and one cannot avoid distributing the cadres with 
a concern for providing for the normal activity of Party agencies and for 
the needs of the whole mass movement. However, we think it is fitting, while 
taking these necessities into account, to see to it that the largest pos¬ 
sible number of Communist intellectuals devote themselves mainly to activity 
among intclie ctua1s• 

(2) Also as an intellectual, a Communist intellectual has great pro¬ 
fessional obligations. To fulfill them with success is a responsibility as 
well as a basis of his personal authority and a valuable contribution to the 
Party. 

His Job and His Milieu 


We must be concerned with this. Just as it would not be correct to 
consider that solely by writing books or carrying on research the writer 
jot scientist fully discharges his obligations as a Commmist, the same it 
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would be unfair and harmful not to take into consideration this primary 
function of the Communist intellectual, and it is quite true that by writing 
good books or advancing science a Conran is t intellectual gives much to the 
Party and brings an irreplaceable contribution. 

So, it is a matter of harmonizing these three obligations; activity 
In tho general Party -life, activity among the intellectuals, and profession¬ 
al activity often implying much personal work and requiring time. 

There is no standard solution to this problem. Wo must take every 
case into account and distribute the tasks reasonably. The main thing is 
to have this concern in all Party organizations and to find suitable solu¬ 
tions. Tho Party leadership has looked after this and has decided to give 
the necessary indications In this sense to all the Party 1 s organizations. 

Finally, speaking of the Party* s general activity, I would like to 
emphasize the point that while the activity of Communist intellectuals among 
their colleagues on the basis of their specific problems is a great part 
of their task, it is far from being the whole thing. 

Indeed, though they be intellectuals, they are nonetheless citizens. 
Setting forth the Party* s general policy, its solutions in the face of the 
problems raised before the country, the struggle for the democratic pros¬ 
pects afforded by the Party are important elements of our influence and of 
the intellectuals' participation in the general combat. The same holds true 
from the ideological point of view. It is a fact that among the intellectuals 
there is great interest for the Party, what it is doing, and its ideas. But 
many know the Party and its ideas only from what others say, and often in 
a caricatural form. We think that the dissemination under appropriate forms 
of the Party's general ideas, its press with l'Humanito in first place, 
its ideological publications, and particularly those aimed at intellectuals, 
should occupy a larger place in the activity of university cells and of Colu¬ 
mnist intellectuals in general* 

Regarding a Letter 

I would now like to say a few words about the letter sent by some 
university professors to Comrade Waldeck Rochet. This will be to clarify 
matters. 


Some signers taiow the whole orientation and activity I have spoken 
about, and in particular what concerns teaching. They have been associated 
with this work from the beginning, that is, since the beginning of the aca¬ 
demic year. They have given their opinion, they have approved these deci¬ 
sions — some of them very enthusiastically — and I have not forgotten some 
enthusiastic statements* 

Then, in their establishments and their surroundings, several of 
them undertook a work of disparagement; nothing good was being done, it 
yas ohaos, bureaucracy, etc* 
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You may judge what is the true picture* 

Then they signed this factional letter that deliberately ignored 
facts as if they did not exist and as if the questions to settle had to 
do with a demand against the Party and not a joint effort already largely 
undertaken# And as if furthermore there had been no possibility of discus¬ 
sing while they were taking part in the discussions with Party leaders and 
expressing a favorable opinion. 

These are improper procedures that give rise to thought. They do not 
fit in with the expressed concern to improve, to advance, to help the Party 
advance. On the part of some they partake more of an attitude of struggle, 
with little regard for means employed. Under these conditions, as was set 
forth by the Political Bureau, the problems of work among the intellectuals 
cannot be considered as the real object of their undertaking, but a pre¬ 
text# 

For Clarity 

The true objective is differenti it is to question the Party 1 s policy 
and principles. That is why the political discussion going on in the cells 
at the request of the Political Bureau takes on great importance. Political 
problems are set forth; they must receive answers. The Congress has done 
this. But the policy it has defined must be understood, assimilated, inves¬ 
tigated, and also specified in relation with events. This is necessary for 
a fruitful activity. We must not hide fron ourselves things known by everyone 
here, but speak clearly. 

Let us take an important problemi our evaluation of the class nature 
of the Gaullist rule. If these notions are not really understood, if they 
are not clear, by the same token the nature of the Fouchet reform and its 
very essence, for instance, are not clear cither. Is this not the reason 
for some hesitations and insufficiencies in the struggle against this reform? 

The same applies to all important political problems. There is no 
sound political activity without clarity about the Party* s policy. There is 
no use saying, "There are no questions." There are indeed questions, and in 
the absence of their resolution there ensues a paralyzing situation. 

That is why we think it is necessary to carry on to its final end the 
political discussion over the substance of problems. 

Ey laying all these problems before you, we are not prompted by a 
mere concern for information. But by the desire to contribute to clarifying 
and advancing more quickly the work in which we are engaged. In setting 
forth measures taken and the sense of our efforts, we have no presumption. 

We know that there is much to be done, a vast work of theoretical, political, 
and practical elaboration. We must do this work together. 

__ Strengthening of the Party*s influence, manifest throughout the 
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country, is also true among Intellectuals* 

The dissemination of Communist ideas also extends to them* 

The policy defined by the Party makes progress among the masses, who 
see in it the only force showing them a way out and acting in a consistent 
vay to achieve this policy* 

We have mch to conquer in the universities and among all intellec¬ 
tuals, and we can conquer much* This is the effort the Party urges you 
to take part in* 
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YUGOSLAV DAILY INTERVIEWS LUIGI LONGO 


[Following is an article by Nikola Lekio entitled "Luigi 
Longo about Himself—an Interview with the Secretary 
General of the Italian Communist Party" in the Serbo- 
oroatian-language daily newspaper of the Socialist 
Alliance of the Working People of Yugoslavia, Politika 
(Politios) 9 Belgrade, 14 March 1965# pages 1 and 2 J 

(from our permanent correspondent.) 

Rome# Maroh. 

Perhaps I should not have asked the question about health 
with which I started the interview with Luigi Longo# the Secretary 
General of the Italian Communist Party. Although the day was oold out¬ 
side# Longo reoeived me alongside an open window in his office on the 
third floor of the Central Committee building on the Via della Botteghe 
Osoure. With this opening question# I had wanted to strike the note of 
the interview. 

"You will be 65 on March 15th. How do you oarry your years# 
how is your health?" 

Longo smiled and answered t 

"When someone of my age says he is young# I know that ho is 
old. In a word# I do not feel young any more. Especially when I climb 
stairways. So far as my health is concerned# I can say that it has 
served me well. I have never been ill." 

"Do you find enough energy for your work?" I asked. 

"I have always been vigorous on the job# and I am today. I 
can go without sleep for a night or even two. So far as health is con¬ 
cerned# this oapaoity may have something to do with family inheritance# 
for my people are renowned for longevity. My grandfather had 13 
ohildren# and most of then lived long. My father was 82 when he died. 
My mother# who lives with me# is 95• I have inherited much from my 
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ancestors, so I hope that it will be the same way with health. My 
health serves my well, probably, for the additional reason that I oome 
from a peasant family, from a family e# email peasants in the Piedmont 
region." 


"Those who know you better assert that you have also 
inherited something of the nature of the Piedmont peasants," I oontinued. 

"I may myself that I share a good deal of the Piedmontese 
oharaoter," Longo agreed. 

,r Whnt is the Piedmeartese eharaoter?" I inquired. 

"T!he Piedmontese is olesed in upon himself, stubborn, full 
of stamina and strong will, and frugal in the case of the peasant, for 
he earns money only with great difficulty. In the vioinity of Monferrate * 
from whioh I oome, all of these ohmrmeterietios are intensified." 

"I must oonfess," I said, "that I had assumed that some of 
your reserved nature derived from habits aoquired during long years of 
illegal activity." 

"On the oentrary. People who knew me in my youth consider 
that I have ohanged for the better. Aside from my inborn Piedmontese 
reservedness, I was even more reserved? wilder really. Perhaps I 
aoquired this temperament because I lived with my parents in a house at 
the end of the village, isolated frem the others. When we moved to 
Turin, where my folks ran a canteen frequented by FIAT factory workers, 

I intentionally eet myself apart frem other people to devote myself to 
study." 


"What influenced you to start out on the path that you have 
taken?" I asked. 

"Life in the army. When I was 18, I wae among the last to 
be called into service during the Firet World War. I had always felt 
sympathy for ordinary folke and poor people, I had grown up with them, 

I had understood them, even though I associated little with them beoauee 
of my withdrawn nature. I saw in the army how the soldiers were being 
tormented and mistreated, and I went through a orIsis at the time. The 
world-wae not properly ordered and just as we had been told in school. 

A moral revulsion against this world burst out inside me. This was not 
yet a political ooncept, but my moral revulsion impelled me to read, to 
study the world, to take the side of the oppressed•" 

"What inspires young people in the West today to beoome 
communists?" was my next question. 

"The situation is different today, but I think that the 



impetus is provided by essentially the same thing, a moral revolt against 
injustice and hypocrisy* The foregoing is applicable to young people of 
whatever party allegianoe, and this moral revulsion often leads them to 
takB the radioal position that the whole world ought to be radically 
altered* At the same time, of course, the awareness of how to accomplish 
suoh a goal is not always acquired* The problems of the day are new, 
but the impulse toward justice remains the same*" 

"In the 45 years of your political activity, the world has 
ohanged markedly, and many ideas have changed* How oan one avoid being 
outmoded in this respeot as time rushes on?" I inquired. 

"Personal optimism and interest in whatever is new are help¬ 
ful to me in this respeot* One should have confidence in oneself and 
one's ideas* One should not lose one's poise even in situations when 
the outoooe cannot be foreseen*" 

"How oan you explain to an uninstruoted person what it means 
to head the Italian Communist Party, the largest communist party in the 
Vest?" I then asked* 

"When I read a question like this in the newspapers, I 
wonder why a leader is expected to be an exceptional person* I am the 
same as I was 30 or 40 years ago* What oan I say? I do my duty, that's 
part of my nature* So far as assignments and work are concerned, I oan 
say that I have never sought or refused to do anything. I find satis¬ 
faction in work and achievement* Of course, it's up to others to judge 
accomplishments •" 

"When you look baok, how do you assess the life that you 
have lived?" I inquired* 

"I've thought about that. Why do I do oertain things, why 
do I feel things in a oertain way? I have never thought that I had a 
bad life. Anyway, I would ohoose the same life all over again, with all 
the difficulties, prisons, and dangers. One should do one's duty even 
when it is difficult, shouldn't one?" 

"What were your relations with Togliatti?" I asked. 

"Togliatti, Palmiro I mean, was the last Togliatti that I 
met. I first knew his younger brother, who had been my school ohum and 
who died in 1936. Then I met his older brother, who was a teaoher at a 
polyteohnioal school and who is still alive. I finally met Palmiro in 
the party, which I had joined after leaving the army. It was four 
months before I got around to joining the party (that is, the Socialist 
Party, for the Italian Communist Party was established in 1921), all 
because of my withdrawn nature* I didn't know to whom to turn, I knew 
no one to introduoe me* I eventually joined student groups whose 



meetings were often attended by Cramooi and Togliatti. Later, Togliatti 
and I were drawn together by work and events in Mosoow at congresses of 
the International and in the emigration* 

"In private life, there was little oontaot between us, for 
he was also a rather withdrawn person* How can I say it? There was no 
familiarity. In the political field, however, there was great mutual 
confidence* Togliatti possessed the abilJty:to establish immediate 
oontaot with ordinary comrades [sic] as well without giving them an 
inferiority oomplex. In general, he was never gruff or rude* He 
offered advice or criticism, when aecessary, as though he were expressing 
an opinion, £nd so on* For example, while I was the leader of the youth 
organization, I took a polemical stand toward the party and Togliatti* 
This faot never interfered with our relations. However, that is some¬ 
thing lying in the nature of our party anyway. " 

"What is most lacking without Togliatti?" I then inquired* 

"Naturally, we miss his whole contribution to our work, his 
guiding hand, above all his authority. That authority of his derived 
from his activity in the past but also from his political superiority. 

The leader of a great party needs not only ability but also authority*" 

"You worked for a long while in the International* What do 
you have to say to young people today to whom the International belongs 
to history?" I asked next. 

"The International played a great role in the leadership of 
the various oommunist parties and in the formation of party oadres* It 
was bom on the basis of the October Revolution and substantial 
discussion* It is not accurate to say that the International suppressed 
internal discussion by disciplinary means in the beginning. I have 
collected some material, and I would like to write something on the 
subject. Apart from the general resolution of the third or fourth con¬ 
gress, for example, there were 34 other resolutions on various issues* 
From roughly the sixth congress on, the orudeness began to develop that 
would coincide with the beginnings of Stalinism*" 

"Did you ever hear Lenin at the oongressea of the 
International?" I inquired. 

"I heard his last speech, at the fourth congress. Lenin 
was a speaker who burned with political passion, who beoame one with his 
words, wholly ooncentrated on the argumentation, a bundle of tension; 
in contrast to Stalin, who did not experience his speeches but rather 
remained outside them after composing them, reading without heat; or in 
contrast to Trotzky, who spoke like an aotor, like an artist of epeeoh^- 
making." 



"Everybody stresses your organizational and praotical 
abilities* I would like to ask you to say something about organization¬ 
al problems•" 


"Organization is not only a technical problem. Inventive¬ 
ness, based on reality 9 of oourse, is also required. It's true that I 
like to see the praotioal side of everything. I feel a need for the 
oonorete. I try to protect myself from the tendency to dream amidst 
the olouds, including my own* of oourse." 

"How do you arrive at a decision?" was my last question. 

"Meetings and conversations with the comrades are very 
useful, impelling me to seek solutions, which I always find more easily 
in oontaot with others. Conversation stimulates me. We often depart 
from the agenda, sometimes exaggeratedly so, but the exchange of ideas 
is always useful. One should always understand others and learn from 
them, and one should sometimes have a sense for coordination. To arrive 
at a deoision, however, I think that I have to see the thing personally 
with my own eyes. I remember when I was Inspector General of the 
International Brigades in Spain. I could never understand how a 
commander could issue orders solely on the basis of reports without 
having seen the field on which the battle was taking place. Ono should 
get in touch in the field with the comrades, not only with the leading 
oomrades who conoern themselves with reports and speeches but also with 
the ordinary people from whom one can hear best about real problems. 
Party leaders, the higher one goes, live in an artificial world. We do 
not lead the lives of the majority of the people, and we are not 
sufficiently in direct oontact with the workingman's family. This 
oontaot, so essential, is also difficult to acoomplish. The ordinary . 
workingman changes when he knows with whom he is speaking. One ought to 
hear the workingman when he talks about the commonest things, his wife 
and ohildren, the problems of heat and housing, prices, eto." 
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NON-COMMUNIST SWEDISH PRESS ON HOLMBERG'S 

WHERE IS THjCCMMUN IST PARTY OF 

- 


BOOK 
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[Following is a translation of comments in vari¬ 
ous non-Communist Swedish-language daily news¬ 
papers on a book by Nila Holmberg. Bib¬ 
liographic information and original titles of 
articles accompany each article.] 


AN ATTACK ON THE TEPID K-LINE 

[ Svenska Dagbladet (The Swedish Daily), Stockholm, 24 Feb 65] 

Goeteborg ( Sv. D: s Goeteborg editorial office). 

The Swedish so-cAlled welfare policy does not lessen 
the class contradictions, but aggravate them, according to 
Editor Nils Holmberg, of Goeteborg. Mr. Holmberg, veteran 
Communist politician, and, among other things, a former mem¬ 
ber of parliament and former member of the Central Committee 
the Communist Party of Sweden, sharply criticizes the present 
policy of the Swedish Communist Party and its leaders, and 
demands the holding of an extra Party congress and a swift 
change of policy from the revisionist line the party is fol¬ 
lowing at present. 

The criticism appears in a book entitled "Where is 
Sweden's Communist Party Going?", which will appear shortly. 

The Communist leader, C. H. Hermansson, is acrimoni¬ 
ously attacked in many places in the book. After first hav¬ 
ing attempted to anesthesize the Party with an opportunistic¬ 
ally bought election victory, C. H. Hermansson is now engaged 
in killing the Party, the book states. During Hermansson f s 
leadership, degeneration has continued at an increasingly 
faster pace along a road "that leads into the swamps," Holm¬ 
berg says further, and demands the holding of a special Party 
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congress in order to "keep the Party Maxistic-Leninistic." 

Mr. Holmberg thinks the Swedish welfare state is a 
chimera. The inflationary price policy drives everybody who 
does piece-work to seek compensation through an increase in 
productivity. This can give rise to the revolutionary sit¬ 
uation which is a prerequisite for the socialist revolution. 

Mr. Holmberg hopes the book will create discussion 
within the Party, the policy of which he considers having 
gone more and more to the right during the last ten years to 
become almost ldft-socialistic. 

Mr. Holiqoerg says that the increased Communist votes 
during the last election is no proof that the present policy 
is correct. It is better to have a small Communist Party, 
leavened with Marxist-Leninist ideas, than a larger party 
with the character of a "political general store" where mid¬ 
dle-class and Social Democratic ideas are tolerated and ap¬ 
plied. 

Extra party congresses were held in 1924 and 1930. On 
both occasions in connection with disruptions of the party. 

"The main question which Nils Holmberg deals with in 
his polemic work is very important, and at the same time it 
is a question concerning which the party has clearly expres¬ 
sed its views," comments the Communist Party information sec¬ 
tion on the occasion of the publication of Holmberg*s book. 

"As early as 21 years ago, a party program was adopt¬ 
ed with a plank advocating a peaceful, democratic way to so¬ 
cialism. 

This respect for the democratic rules of the game was 
conspicuously emphasized by our 20th congress held in the 
beginning of 1964. We think, however, that one may quietly 
and soberly discuss different views. This does not imply, 
however, that for a moment we budge from our viewpoint that 
we will further a peaceful development of society,'* says 
the Party. 


JUDGING THE STRENGTH OF HERMANSSON’S CRITICS 
IS DIFFICULT 

[ Goeteborgs Handels och Sjoefartstidining , 
(Goetborg Journal of *Trade and Shipping) , 
Goeteborg, 25 Feb 65.] 


The Goeteborg Communist Nils Holmberg's polemic book 
against the present leadership of the Communist Party and 
political line has circulated only among a select group. 
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Other Party members do sot know any more than that has appear¬ 
ed in the papers, but speak eut on the basis of a clear re¬ 
pudiation of Holmberg's views. They are cautions, however, 
when it comes to estimating numerically the phalanx which 
supports Mr. Holmberg. His fellow-believer, Knut Senander, 
explains: "We are many, I am sure." 

"In any case it is hard for me to believe that they 
have the support of bay young leaders," says one of the 
Party's foremost young leaders, 35-year old Dr. Lars Herlitz, 
Goeteborg, a member of the Party Board," It is very diffi¬ 
cult to say how large the group is; I do not know of anyone 
myself who shares their view*. Most of them are probably 
found among the older generation of Party members." 

Herlitz will not subscribe to any of Mr. Holmberg’s 
theses, in any case, net if they are correctly reported in 
the press. He considers the demand for a special, extra 
congress uncalled-for. There is no occasion for such a con¬ 
gress. The statutes call for a regular congress to be held 
not later than 1967, but as Mr. Herlitz sees it, a congress 
will be held a year earlier, and it will be an ordinary con¬ 
gress 9 for which several working groups are now making prep¬ 
arations under the direction of a Program Commission. There 
are plenty of reasons for carefully preparing the questions 
to be taken up. To demand an extra congress now, however, 
seems to imply that it is not considered desirable for the 
questions to be debated at a preparatory stage. 

Mr. Herlitz cannot see that there are any obstacles 
in the way for preventing Mr. Holmberg for bringing his views 
forward via some of the many avenues which the Party appara¬ 
tus offer, such as regular conferences, the press, etc. 

Former member of parliament, Knut Senander, Goeteborg, 
with the Party tasks behind him, is not unexpectedly on the 
side of Mr. Holmberg. He has written the preface to Mr. Holm- 
berg's polemic volume, and explains that he is in agreement 
with the author on ail essential points. Certain formula¬ 
tions about a number of less important sections, Mr. Senander 
will not subscribe to directly, but they are minor matters. 

"I think that the Party leadership is on a wrong 
track, and I agree with the demand for an extra Party con¬ 
gress. We are many in the Party who think like Mr. Holmberg. 
How things stand in the Central Committee, which is in con¬ 
trol of the Party apparatus, I do not know." 

"I do not believe in exclusion from the Party of Mr. 
Holmberg," says Mr. Senander. "It is not wrong to discuss 
things openly." 



Three lines of Leninism 


Editor Anton Strand, Stockholm, party functionary for 
36 years, who aroused interest last month with three articles 
containing a critical examination of Communist policy, has 
not read Mr. Holmberg's book, Editor Strand says among 
other things: 

"As far %b 1 know Holmberg's line, it coincides with 
what the Chines^ have brought forward in international con¬ 
nections. As I; see it, there are three lines of communism 
just now, and all insist on being Leninism." 

"There £s first the line of the Chinese. It may work 
in China, but do not foist it upon us in Europe! Then there 
is the Russian view, that the peaceful way may be possible. 
This line I consider wrong — it is Bernstein and Branting, 
and not Communism." 

"Then we have the Italian line to the effect that one 
should take the peaceful road as if it were possible to do 
so. I agree with that. I am of the opinion that we should 
get closer to the Social Democrats and work together with 
them. As Lugi Longo, chairman of the Italian Communist Party, 
maintains: the peaceful way is pure reformism and implies 

changing the bourgeois state from within. One must look too 
the unity of the working class — nothing is to be found in 
betweeh revolution and the peaceful road." 

It is impossible in Europe to base a policy on Holm¬ 
berg's line, extreme Marxism, says Mr. Strand. On this 
point both Marx and Lenin were wrong. No capitalist country 
is pregnant with revolution. In countries like Cuba, Algeria, 
Korea, Vietnam, and China, however. 

To explain Lenin as infallible and to make a saint of 
him is political Catholicism, maintains Mr. Strand. Along 
that road, the Communist movement stagnates. 

Mr. Strand finds it difficult to estimate how many 
fellow-believers Mr. Holmberg has — it is not really known 
where the individual member stands. Extremism of the Holm¬ 
berg and Senander brand has never found any great response 
here, however. It is a dogmatic, old-fashioned Marxism, 
which has no regard for the developments of the last 40-50 
years. 


Veterans are Attacking 

[ Dagens Nyheter (News of the Day), Stockholm, 25 Feb 65] 

"Our goal is to overthrow the party leader, Hermans- 
son, or to get him converted. We fight to lead the Party 


back to the old truths. If the result of the action becomes 
an expulsion from the Party, then we shall have to make up 
our minds about whether a new party should be formed." 

This the veteran Communist Nils Holmbcrg said last 
Wednesday to Dagens Nyheter about his sensational book at¬ 
tacking the present leadership of the Communist Party. It 
can also be disclosed that the book, which will be out in a 
couple of weeks, contains a preface by another veteran of 
the old school, Knut Senander. 

"I believe there is considerable support for the de¬ 
mand that the Party must be led back to Marxism-Leninism, 
and that all attempts to change it to a leftist Socialist 
Party must be stopped," says Mr. Holmberg. 

He. explains that he is conscious of the fact that a 
division within the Party could cause great damage, but at 
the same time he considers it of such great importance to 
stop Mr. Hermansson's "rapid march into the marshes of re¬ 
visionism", that the ri6k is worth taking. 

"We figure that our opposition will result in an ideo¬ 
logical discussion within the Party," he says further," and 
it is our hope that the present development, which implies 
liquidation of Communist ideas, can be stopped. 

"If the result, as far as I myself is concerned, is 
to be expulsion from the Party, then there are others who 
will carry on the struggle." 

Nils Holmberg, who will be 63 this year, is a former 
member of parliament and a member of the Communist old guard. 
From 1959 to 1961 he was editor of a Swedish-language maga¬ 
zine in China and lived in Peking. 

He himself does not want to be labelled an "old Com¬ 
munist" or "pro-Chinese". This matter is not a question of 
either Russian or Chinese. It is a Swedish question we are 
dealing with. 

Mr. Holmberg steadfastly repudiates statements to the 
effect that he has had contacts with the Chinese embassy in 
Stockholm, or with the pro-Chinese Communist Party in Belgium, 
concerning his action. 

Knut Senander, also a former member of parliament, who 
now appears as a supporter of Nils Holmberg in the struggle 
which is brewing within the Party, writes as follows in his 
preface to the book: 

"The Party finds itself on the downhill grade of revi¬ 
sionism, but the party is intrincically sound and can be 
brought back on course. In a convincing manner this book 
contributes thereto. It shows the way to re-establishment 
of the ancient Communist Party, and shows its role in the 
general Communist march toward victory over capitalism and 
imperialism." 
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Holmberg and Senander's coup against the Party leader¬ 
ship has evidently been planned for a long time. Already at 
the last Party congress they came forward with a bid for their 
ideas, but did not succeed. 

The Party leadership apparently refuses to believe Mr. 
Holmberg when he declares that he has considerable support 
for his action, even in the most advanced Communist strong¬ 
hold in Sweden, Norbotten. 

At the same time these people explain that the action 
is serious. Itis not common for a member of the Party to 
hurl a challenge at the leadership, as Mr. Holmberg did on 
Tuesday, at a meeting with the press. The attack did not 
come as a surprise, however. Perhaps, it is explained, it 
is Mr. Holmberg's purpose to be expelled from the Party and 
start his own. His views are impossible in Swedish politics 
today, however, it is said further. We finished with them 
a long time ago, in a party plank about a peaceful road to 
socialism, among other things. 

Just now Party leader Hermansson is on vacation in the 
mountains. When he returns he will have a bothersome crisis 
to tackle. 


HERMANSSON ATTACKED IN NEW BOOK FOR REVISIONISM 
[ Dagens Nyfteter (News of the Day), Stockholm, 24 Feb 1965] 

"A speedy change of course and a special party con¬ 
gress to put a stop to the development of revisionism with¬ 
in the Communist Party of Sweden, is demanded by the Goete- 
borg Communist, Nils Holmberg, in a book called: "Where is 
Sweden's Communist Party Going?" The book will be published 
in a couple of weeks. 

The book is a sharp criticism of the party leader, 

C. H. Hermansson, who, it is 6aid, "is on a rapid march into 
the marshes of revisionism." Theauthor calls the Party's 
present policy leftist socialist. 

Holmberg, who is an old Communist, admits himself that 
he has been strengthened in his views during a lengthy stay 
in China some years ago, and says he believes in revolution 
according to the prescription of Marx and Lenin. 

He is an active party member, who, among other things, 
has been a city councilman and has held positions in other 
municipal institutions. 

A reply to Mr. Holmberg's attack came already last 
Tuesday from the Information Section of the Communist Party. 
As early as 21 years ago, a Party program was passed contain¬ 
ing a passage about a peaceful, democratic way to socialism, 
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it is being pointed out, among other things* 


•'OLD CpMMUNIST" ATTACKS: HERMANSSON IS 
RUINING THE PARTY 

[ Stockholmstidnipgen (Stockholm Times), Stockholm, 24 Feb 65] 

«' 

Goeteborg (ST)X. A. Harmansson is destroying our party 
and leading it rapTHly into the marshes of revisionism. It 
is time we gather for a fight to induce as many as possible 
to turn back to the road of Marxism-Leninism." 

"Demand a special Party congress which can ensure a 
correct course and replace those in the leadership, who 
would liquidate the Party, with revolutionary workers." 

This is approximately the wording of a couple of war- 
cries in a book which one of the most orthodox -"old Commu¬ 
nists" , the author, former member of parliament, etc., Nils 
Holmberg, Goeteborg, will publish in a couple of weeks. 

He appears very much shaken by the development toward 
leftist socialism and more middle-class attitudes which has 
characterized the Communist Party after its change of leader¬ 
ship. 

In preparing the book, published by himself in 3,000 
copies, he consulted with other circles within the Party 
which disapprove of the present policies. 

There is no talk about breaking away from the Party, 
however. 

"The book contains a clear vote of censure, and the 
thorough discussion I now count on is to be carried on with¬ 
in the Party. At the present time I do not know how many 
are on my side. The future will give the answer." 

Mr. Holmberg, who some years ago spent some time in 
China where he had charge of a propaganda magazine, does not 
wish to be called a Stalinist. On the other hand, he does 
not hide his sympathies for Mao's less willingness to coop¬ 
erate. 

Stalin was certainly guilty of undue interference "in 
certain cases of a criminal nature," but here "the obsolete 
shining little light," Nikita Khrushchev, cannot rid himself 
of responsibility. 

"One of the reasons why Stalin was that he was paid 
homage to like a god in an almost senseless manner by a num¬ 
ber of other leaders, and not least by Khrushchev." 

"When the errors were discovered later on, all the 
blame was placed on Stalin. The claque of applauders, however, 
should not henceforth persist in saying, "he alone was at 



fault." "Without making any comparisons, we saw what hap¬ 
pened in Germany. The Nuremberg Court sentenced Hitler’s 
coworkers." 

Holmberg's day of reckoning with the Swedish party 
leadership is, naturally, an entirely ideological matter, 
from which the former Party leader, Hilding Hagberg, cannot 
escape either. 

Hagberg's thesis about the Communists as the "friendly 
prodders” of the Social Democrats is characterized as self- 
effacement, a theory for the liquidation of the Communist 
Party. 

"One imagines how comrade Hagberg places his hand on 
Tage Erlander's bald head, saying "Ille faciet" (He shall 
do it.)" 

According to Holmberg, it was Hagberg's benevolent at¬ 
titude to the Social-Democrats that caused him to give up his 
desire to keep the Party leadership for one more period. 

Hagberg did not realize that the Social Democratic 
Party for a long time had been a 'class cooperation' party, 
whose members in the government behave like the administra¬ 
tors of moijopoly capital." 

"LateTy, and time and time again, it has happened that 
the Party press was opened to propaganda for bourgeois ideas 
and coarse distortions of Marxism," Holmberg goes on to 6ay. 

As an example, he quotes Ny Dag last summer when a 
writer — without any reaction from the Party leadership — 
was permitted to explain that the machines (and not as Marx 
says, the manpower) is the outstanding creator of surplus 
values. 

"With a friendly smile, C. H. Hermansson invites us 
to replace Marxist-Leninist unity with ideological disso¬ 
lution and degeneration on an opportunistic basis." 

Instead of turning against the deviationi6ts, Hermans¬ 
son is proud of them. Members who represent the liquidation 
attitude [sic] are encouraged with confidential missions 
which increase their possibilities for spreading petty bour¬ 
geois and anti-Marxist ideas. 

No congress has given C. H. Hermansson the power to 
adjust our organization to the leftist Socialist currents, 
and make it an adjunct to the Social Democratic Party. Activ¬ 
ity in the trade unions is wound up. The party ceases to be 
a party of action, with the center of effort transferred to 
the parliamentary plane. 

"Since the last congress, the degeneration has con¬ 
tinued at an increasing pace", insists Nils Holmberg. In 
one year proletarian internationalism has been scattered 
to the winds, the ideological struggle has been exchanged 
for its opposite." 



To a greater extent than ever before, party democracy 
has been treated as a bad joke. Without giving the members 
a chance to save it, the movement's chief organ, has been sup¬ 
planted by a deplorable weekly paper. 

C. H. Hermansson threw off entirely his Communist mask 
when he said recently that the Party "on the whole" accepted 
the finance minister's budget, made up, according to Holm- 
berg, in the interests of big finance. 

Nils Holmberg offers a striking amount of space to 
the question of the Communist revolution. He warns against 
the conception that it could only happen in a peaceful manner: 

"The forms for a transition to real socialism are sole¬ 
ly dependent on the situation between the classes, both with¬ 
in and without the country, at a time a revolutionary situa¬ 
tion arises. 

"Nowhere — with the exception of the people's democra¬ 
cies Eastern Europe, where special conditions prevailed — 
has a revolution been carried out without the masses taking 
political power, by armed force." 

"So, for the present, one must reckon with the fact 
that it will be like that also in Sweden." 

Nils Holmberg holds the not very surprising view 
that our welfare society only sharpens class differences, pri¬ 
marily because "the inflationary price policy" drives all 
contract workers (doing piece work) to compensate themselves 
through increased production." 


HOLMBERG HAS JOINED THE CHINESE 
[ Aftonbladet (Evening News), Stockholm, 24 Feb 65] 

, The vehement "Chinese" attack now being planned a- 
gainst C. H. Hermansson and the party leadership will be 
the most serious break which has hitherto taken place in 
the Swedish Communist Party. Very methodical preparations 
have been made. At least three secret conferences have been 
held, among other places in Goeteborg, where strategy and 
tactics have been prepared. 

Contacts have been made with the Chinese embassy, 
which eagerly encourages the group, and which has probably 
also given financial support to the activities. Feelers 
have also been extended to the well-known Chinese base in 
the Communist Party of Belgium. It is evident that the 
conspiracies against Hermansson are a link in a far wider 
"Chinese" activity. 
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From an international Communist viewpoint, the revolt 
within the Swedish Party is a detail in a larger pattern. 

When the Holmberg group's secret activity became known 
in Communist headquarters at 84 Kungsgatan, Stockholm, it 
created great nervousness, and counter-moves were prepared 
at once. As the revolt against Hermansson is plainly Chinese- 
inspired -- in tjie book criticism is also directed against 
the Russian Party — contacts were immediately made with the 
Russians, who were told what was about to happen. 

When the book: "Where is the Swedish Communist Party 
Going?" is published in the beginning of March, the great 
question is: what will happen? The attack on the Party 
leadership may be seen as a plain provocation, aiming at 
forcing the Party Board to expel Holmberg and his friends. 
Explusion is, in effect, what they count on. They are pre¬ 
pared for this eventuality, and have a plan of action ready: 
to set up a new Communist elite party. 

The initiative is now with Hermansson. Can he, for 
the sake of his own position, endure the severe criticism? 
Outwardly, he can try to minimize the action; but will not 
thereby get rid of Holmberg's organized opposition. Holm¬ 
berg wants to throw Hermansson out. Are the accusations 
going to go unchallenged for the sake of apparent Party 
peace? 

Harsh judgment is levelled against Riksdag member Erik 
Karlsson, the Party's economic boss, in Holmberg's volume. 
Karlsson himself wants to minimize the entire matter, saying: 

"If Holmberg wants to set up his own shop, then let 
him do so. The kind of revolutionary romanticism he carries 
on with, we finished with 20-30 years ago. 

Afton bladet "Have you read the book?" 

Karlsson: "I know what it contains." 

Afton bladet "Are you of the Party Committee nervous?" 

Karlsson: "We have a good hold on the Party, and we 

do not look too seriously at this activity. The discussion 
and the arguments will have to decide what will happen next. 

Afton bladet "Will Holmberg be expelled from the Party?" 

Karlsson: ,V I would not think so." 

Af tonbladet "Will he not be excluded in the long run?" 

Karlsson: "It is quite possible." 


PETTY BOURGEOIS HERMANSSON IS DISRUPTING THE PARTY 

[ Aftonbladet (Evening News), Stockholm, 24 Feb 65] 

Just now there is circulating among a small number of 
Party members, all over Sweden, a 74-page mimeographed pamphlet 
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written by Editor Nils Holmberg of Goeteborg. About twenty 
Communists are implicated in the conspiracy against Hermans- 
son* They figure that important groups within the Party 
share the view that Hermansson is about to betray the Swedish 
Communist Party 9 sacrifice it on the altar of leftist social¬ 
ism and give up old revolutionary ideals. 

Some quotations give an idea of the tone and the unpre¬ 
cedentedly sharp language against the party leadership: 

"Smiling benignly, the Party Chairman invites replac¬ 
ing the Party’s ideological unity, based upon Marxism-Leninism, 
with ideological disintegration and degeneration on opportun¬ 
istic basis. 

"The chief enemy is opportunism. If one peels off the 
special "Chinese" verbiage in this language, it appears more 
clearly what it is all about. C. H. Hermansson and other 
prominent Communists at the head of the Party (Parliament 
Member Erik Karlsson, Chairman of the Communist Youth Organi¬ 
zation, Kjell E. Johansson and their equals in the leadership) 
are in flight into treachery." 

From start to finish they have been guilty of "terri¬ 
ble deviations" from the true doctrine, they chatter "bour- 
geoise stuff and nonsense", and they are on the way to change 
the Communist Party into a radical-phrase mongering append¬ 
age" of the Social Democratic Party. Hermansson is especial¬ 
ly stigmatized for his collaboration with the leftist social¬ 
ist parties in Denmark and Norway. 

The following is said about Hermansson’s attitude to¬ 
ward the Social Democratic government of Sweden: 

"The entire development within the Party, the Party 
leader f 8 and parliamentary group's position on the budget 
shows that the leadership is made up of liquidators and re¬ 
visionists." One can hardly get closer to a direct accusa¬ 
tion of treachery, than this outburst. Then the direct 
challenge: 

"Shall we permit this pettit bourgeois (Hermansson) 
who once came to us from the Social Democrats, to tear down 
everything we have built up?" 

"The question is now if we shall permit him to continue 
to destroy the Communist Party of Sweden. It is time we 
unite in the struggle to again lead our Party back to the 
road of Marxism-Leninism and urge as many as possible of the 
Communists, who up till now have followed C. H. Hermansson 
on his rapid march out into the marshes of revisionism, to 
wake up and turn around." 

Hermansson tries to stupefy the Party, it is asserted 
in the pamphlet. He has cast off the mask. 

This opposition, which so directly incites to revolt, 
has also cast off its mask. The manifesto which demands his 



[Hermansson*s] resignation, is in the printing presses, and 
it will soon be distributed all over the country. 

The general background for the battle signals is the 
unrest which is found everywhere within the Communistic 
movement. The group around Holmberg stands firmly with the 
dictatorship of the proletariat and quotes diligently those 
passages from Lenin which are suitable in connection there¬ 
with, 

Parliamentarianism and democracy are repudiated as a 
means of achieving socialism. In Sweden, just as in other 
countries a Communist taking-over of power cannot take place 
without violence. In any case, one should not refrain from 
using violence, if the citizens, the monopoly capitalists and 
the Social Democrats jointly oppose the dictatorship of the 
proletariat. 

f, The peaceful road to socialism is nothing but a child* 
ish faith; the masses are no pious sheep. 

There the kind member of parliament, Hermansson, and 
all other well-behaved Communistic members were told off. 

They are too close to the "old professional chatter-boxes 
and bench-warmers." 

Thus, Hermansson, his group in parliament and even 
Hilding Hagberg, have let themselves be lulled to sleep by 
the bourgeois society, whose prisoner the Social Democratic 
Party has been for a long time. 


NILS HOLMBERG ASKED AFTONBLADET TO "SHUT UP" 

[ Aftonbladet (Evening News), Stockholm, 24 Feb 65] 

Nils Holmberg and the group around him was extremely 
concerned that the conspiracy against C. H. Hermansson should 
not be known at present. The plan was to completely surprise 
the party leadership. The book, "Where is the Communist Party 
of Sweden Going?" was to have come as an explosion. 

When Aftonbladet telephoned Holmberg in Goeteborg,he 
at first denied that anything was about to happen in the Party 
"I do not know what you are talking about", was the answer 
when he was asked to comment on the book. 

After talking for a while, he understood that his se¬ 
cret had been revealed. Then he wanted to enter into a deal 
with Aftonbladet. Against our promise to "keep our mouth shut 
he held out the prospect of "advance rights" to publication, 
when the attacks upon Hermansson were published in a couple 
of weeks. Aftonbladet was to receive an "advance copy". 



Aftonbladet could of course not enter into such an agreement. 

In order not to be caught napping, Holmberg, the cun¬ 
ning propagandist, immediately arranged for a press confer¬ 
ence in his home in Goeteborg, at which he tried to explain 
his action and have it appear solely as a contribution to a 
discussion within the Communist Party. 


WELL KNOWN GOETEBORG COMMUNIST ATTACKS HERMANSSON 

[Goeteborgi Handels och Sjoefartstidining (Goeteborg Journal 
of Trade and Shipping), Goeteborg, 24 Feb 1965] 

The Communist leader, C. H. Hermansson, is being threa¬ 
tened with an internecine war within the party ranks. Editor 
Nils Holmberg, 63, well-known prominent Communist figure, 
former editor of Arbetartidningen , former member of the Swe¬ 
dish parliament and a leader in the municipal affairs of 
Goeteborg, is openly attacking Hermansson in a polemical 
book:" Where is the Communist Party of Sweden Going?”, 
which he presented at a press conference in Goeteborg last 
Tuesday. 

"Hermansson is rapidly marching into the marshes of 
revisionism," it is said in the book, which turns out to be 
a demand for a quick change of course towards orthodox 
Marxism-Leninism, and the calling together of an extra party 
congress. 

Mr. Holmberg says he is not alone in condemning Her¬ 
mansson *s political leadership, which seems to have Bernstein 
and Kautsky as guiding lights, rather than Marx and Lenin. 

He wishes to mention no names, however. 

"1 will not expose them to the risks of reprisals," 
he says. 

"What reprisals?" 

"Expulsion from the party, for instance," 

The book is not yet in print, but appears in mimeo¬ 
graphed form, which is handed out to certain picked people 
who share his opinions, for criticism and discussion. One 
of these copies, however, never came into the hands of the 
addressee, but fell into the hands of an LO [LO — the Na¬ 
tional Trade Union Organization] newspaper. Faced with this 
paper's threat to publish, he had been compelled, to present 
at an improvised press conference, hi6 declaration of war a- 
gainst the prevailing party line in advance. 

It is only after Hermansson took over the leadership 
that he revealed his real intentions and threw off the mask, 
Mr. Holmberg thinks. 



"If he did not before that used Sven Landin as his 
spokesman", he adds. 

Hastening Mr. Holmberg's action was the published in¬ 
tention of Hermansson to change SKP (the Communist Party of 
Sweden) into a leftist Socialist Party similar to Aksel Lar¬ 
sen’s Danish party and Finn Gustavson's party in Norway. 

In Holmberg's view, such a road leads quickly to ruin. 

Mr. Holmberg belongs to the old guard and has been a 
party fighter since the twenties. He experienced the party 
ruptures of botl)':1924 and 1929. Both were followed by spec¬ 
ial party congr^ses, and now he wants an extra party cong¬ 
ress to prevent^a rupture in the party. 

Mr. Holmberg will not deny that his view of Communism 
and the part if plays, was influenced by his year in Mao's 
Peking. However, he shrinks from being designated as a Maoist 
or Stalinist. 

"I am Marxist-Leninist," he firmly maintains. 

He defends Stalin, however: 

"It is true that Stalin was guilty of many crimes, 
but he was not the only guilty one, just as Hitler was not 
the only one guilty of Nazi crimes (other comparisons ex¬ 
cluded) . One of the reasons for Stalin's criminality was 
also the enormous idolization he was subjected to by those 
who surrounded him — not least by Khrushchev, who on some 
occasions in the thirties demanded that Stalin’s opponents 
be exterminated. 

Nikita Khrushchev is also hauled over the coals in 
the book. 

At the 20th Congress, CPSU, the now dimmed, shining 
light, Nikita Khrushchev, delivered his immoderate and — 
in principle -- erroneous attack upon Stalin, and thus also 
against the Soviet State and CPSU during all the years Sta¬ 
lin was the leader. Thereby he inflicted enormous damage on 
the entire Communist movement, handed weapons to anti-Com- 
munism and encouraged counter-revolution. 

When he deals with the international tension between 
the different camps, he also mentioned the Chinese atom bomb" 

"Since socialistic China also has been able to acquire 
atomic weapons for her own defense and for the defense of the 
entire socialist camp, it is possible that the imperialists, 
who often threaten to try to solve the antagonism with a des¬ 
tructive new World War, will refrain from doing so. 

He also writes that "the Swedish congress discussion 
in the fall of 1963 was accompanied by harsh attacks upon 
the Communist Party of China. 

"Its position in the international debate was 
falsified, distorted and misrepresented in the best Khrush¬ 
chev manner." 



In Mr. Holmberg's view, the Swedish Party ought not 
to join any of the competing ideological blocks. Instead 
the Party ought to establish itself, internationally speak¬ 
ing , as a mediating third force. 

There is not much in the Swedish Party’s policies 
after the war which finds favor in the eyes of Mr. Holmberg, 
and none of the leaders of the party do. They have neglect¬ 
ed the study of ’’Scientific socialism” and Marxist-Leninist 
theories. The Communist press has published national eco¬ 
nomic "bourgeois stuff and nonsense”, instead of explaining 
Marx's theory of surplus value. 

Hilding Hagberg is described as a right deviationist, 
who allowed himself to put forth such a compromising state¬ 
ment as "strictly speaking there are no serious differences 
between ourselves and the Social Democrats”. 

Another culpable Communist is Sven Landin, the first 
one to suggest cooperation with Aksel Larsen's Danish left¬ 
ist socialists. This man has also been the leader of a party 
delegation to Yugoslavia, and, according to the author, the 
Yugoslavs are traitors to Marxism-Leninism. Still more ca¬ 
lamitous is the fact that this person was elected to member¬ 
ship on the Party's program commission. 

Under its present leadership the Party is about to 
throw Marxism-Leninism overboard, has thrown the doors wide 
open for the entrance of middle-class and petty bourgois i- 
deologies, and the Party president benignly and smilingly 
invites replacing the Party's ideological unity, based on 
Marxism-Leninism, with ideological dissolution and degener- 
tion on the basis of opportunism. 

Nils Holmberg does not think much of the Party's prog¬ 
ress in the elections during the Hermansson era. From his 
foundation of faith (for Marxism-Leninism is probably more 
like a religion and an ecshatology, in spite of all its 
"scientific" equipment), he views the loss of the soul to 
be too high a price to pay for an increase in the number 
of votes obtained in elections. 

He also criticizes Hermansson because he, instead of 
condemning, takes pride in the "growing sentiment within the 
Party". A clear departure from Lenin's teaching. 

It is maintained that Hilding Hagberg's speech about 
the Communists as the kind prompters of the Social Democrats 
has been very detrimental to the party. The borderline with 
the bourgeois workers' party, the Social Democrats, must be 
kept clear. The Communist group in parliament, prompted by 
Hagberg, made a big mistake, writes Nils Holmberg, when it 
capitulated when faced with the government’s threat to re¬ 
sign, if the sales tax law were not passed. 

"The workers did not approve of the sales tax, and 
their opinion of Communist behavior when it was passed could 



be read in the election results of 1960 and 1962. 

One of Hermansson's worst and most recent mistakes 
was his statement to the press and radio to the effect that 
by and large he could accept Straeng's new budget. 

Remember how the stock exchange reacted. There the 
budget proposal released the most violent boom since 1938, 
when Hitler's war preparations made the capitalists sniff 
huge profits. 

Why has the Party replaced the honorable expression, 
"the dictatorship of the proletariat" with "the working 
class' own democratic state"? It is a retreat in the face 
of attacks by the class enemy. The dictatorship of the pro¬ 
letariat is "for the benefit of the great majority of the 
people, and, rightly carried out, results in a greater democ¬ 
racy than capitalism can ever offer." Nils Holmberg thinks 
it is false propaganda which has made the workers believe 
that the dictatorship of the proletariat is less democratic 
than the capitalist democracies. 

A considerable part of the book is devoted to the 
question of whether it is possible to achieve socialism by 
peaceful means. Mr. Holmberg is sceptical, and among other 
things points to Khrushchev's erroneous estimate of the sit¬ 
uation in Brazil before Goulart was removed from power. He 
also conjures up something like a Judgment Day mood in the 
revolutionary situation he attempts to construct in the Swe¬ 
dish milieu. Here is no lack of either rebellion-conditions, 
police-charges and use of the military, arrests of revolu¬ 
tionary leaders and mass disturbances. 

To try to introduce socialism by way of a parliamen¬ 
tary decision appears to the author as an incurably naive 
thought: parliament has always been an organ of the prop¬ 

ertied classes, i.e., of the interests of the capitalists 
and, lately, especially for the interests of the monopoly 
capitalists. In its deepest sense, this is the content 
of our parliamentary traditions. 

One of the author's most picturesque theses is that 
the welfare policy carries with it a widening chasm between 
the classes, and in this way can contribute to the creation 
of a revolutionary situation in Sweden. Welfare has to be 
paid for by workers through an increase in production, which 
means increased exploitation of the working class and the 
working masses. They are driven to increase their amount of 
work to compensate themselves for the rise in prices result¬ 
ing from the inflationary price policies. 

For this reason the capitalists try in the most insid¬ 
ious way to "persuade" the worker that he must own a lot of 
things which were formerly looked upon as privileges of the 
rich and those with the highest salaries. When it comes to 



such things as automobiles, for example, it is, besides, a 
fact that many as a result of generally neglected transporta¬ 
tion are placed in an emergency situation. They have to have 
a car whether they can afford it or not. Another result is 
also that comradeship and solidarity have had to yield to 
money in the hurry for obtaining piece-work and higher hourly 
rates, writes Mr. Holmberg. The final results are aggravated 
class differences. 

The book concludes with a warning and an invocation 
against Hermansaop’s leadership: 

Now there is serious danger ahead. Having tried to 
stupefy the Party by means of an election victory brought 
about by an opportunistic policy, C. H. Hermansson is engaged 
in an attempt to put it to death. Once more the skylarks ar+ 
clearing their throats to sing the Communist Party of Swedes 
to rest, 
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FINNISH CP AND CPSU REACH AGREEMENT ON PROBLEMS 
FACING INTERNATIONAL WORKERS MOVEMENT ’ 

/Following ifl * translation of an unsigned article entitled, 
"FCP and CPSU United in Problems of International Workers 
Movement" in the Finnish-language daily newspaper of the 
Finnish People's Democratic Union and Finnish CP, Kansan 
Untiset (People's News), Helsinki, 20 February 1965* page tJ 


The delegations of the Communist Tarty of the Soviet 
Union and the Communist Tarty of Finland conferred together 
from the 10th to the 19th of this February in Moscow. Parti¬ 
cipating in the conference were from the Soviet Communist 
Party a Member of the Presidium, First Secretary of the Central 
Committee L«I# Brezhnev; Secretary of the Central Committee 
K T .As Suslov; and Secretary of the Central Committee P.N. Ponoma¬ 
rev. Representing the Finnish Communist Party were the Chief 
Secretary Ville Tessi; Chairman Aimo Aaltonen; members of the 
Political Action Committee of the Central Committee Hertta 
Kuusinen, Aarne Saarinen, and Erkki Tuominen. 

Tlie conference proceeded in an open-minded atmosphere of 
brotherly friendship and complete confidence which is charac¬ 
teristic to the relationship between the Soviet and the Finnish 
Communist Farties. In the conference many matters of interest 
to both parties were discussed. 

The delegations of the Soviet Communist Party and the 
Finnish Communist Party exchanged opinions about the current 
international situation. They confirmed that lately the 
American imperialist attacks against the Democratic Republic 
of Vietnam, as well as the armed intervention of the United 
States and Belgium in the Congo have deteriorated the inter¬ 
national relations and are a threat to world peace. 

In this connection the participants in the conference empha¬ 
sized the importance of effective action by nil lovers of 
peace, democratic and anti-imperialist forces, and above all 
by the workers* movement to repulse the efforts of the enemies 
of peace and freedom. 

The Soviet Communist Party delegates assured again that 
the objectives of the Soviet foreign policy remain unchanged. 

This policy aims at the prevention of a new world war, the 
realization of a peaceful coexistence among countries of dif- 



fering social orders, the fortification of socialistic world 
order, and the support of independence movements of nations. 

The Finnish Communist Party delegates announced that their 
party completely accepts this policy and thot the FCP will 
work with determination in cooperation with the Finnish work¬ 
ing class and all the progressive forces of the Finnish nat¬ 
ion for world ppace and security of nations. 

The delegations of both narties were unanimous that 
in the present situation it is very important to increase the 
effort of all nations in the struggle against the increasing 
threat from the vindictive militaristic powers of West Germany. 
These powers are striving by every means to obtain atomic 
weapons and to re-establish the old political and economic 
status of the earlier German imperialism thus imminently 
threatening the sovereignty and independent development of 
many nations. 

The participants in 1 he conference confirmed with satis¬ 
faction that the neighborly find friendly relations between 
the Soviet Union and Finland which have successfully develop¬ 
ed on the basis of peaceful coexistence are an important fact¬ 
or in the maintenance of peace. 

The Soviet Communist Party delegates announced in this 
connection that the Soviet communists value highly the import¬ 
ant and succcssfull work of the Finnish Communist Party con¬ 
ducted for the furthering of good neighborly relations which 
so well satisfy the fundamental national needs of both nations. 
The delegates of the FC? expressed as their opinion that the 
policy of friendly neighborly relations between the Soviet 
Union and Finland is in accord with the fundamental national 
needs of Finland and therefore enjoys wide support. 

In this connection the delegations concluded that both in 
Finland and elsewhere there are still forces that have not 
given up their attempts i o push Finland from the road of peace 
between our countries which it has chosen. 

The discussion also touched on the economic cooperation 
between Finland and Soviet Union, as well as cultural relations, 
scientific exchange and travel ruestirms. The delegates of 
thd Finnish. Communist Party agreed that economic cooperation, 
advantageous to both parties, would have a great significance 
for the economic development of Finland, and for the securing 
of jobs for the working class of Finland. 

Goth delegations agree that favorable conditions for the 
development of cooperation between Finland and the Soviet 
Union in economic and cultural pursuits prevail. 

In this connection the FCP delegation announced as their 
wish that from the part of the Soviet Union such possibilities 
might be considered as for example the expansion of ties bet¬ 
ween the Finnish and Soviet industries, exchange of experts 
and scientific and technological information and experience, 
building of industrial facilities within the Soviet Union 
using Finnish labor, expansion of fishing areas for Finnish 
fishers into Soviet territorial waters, the establishment of 
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of a direct shipping line between Helsinki mu 1 Tallinn for 
the development of tourism, and the construe!ion of a gas line 
in Finland with the aid of the Soviet Union in the future# 

The Soviet Communist Perty delegation announced that the 
appropriate Soviet agencies are reedy to investigate and con¬ 
sider the wishes presented by the delegation of the PCI'. 

Poth delegations confirmed their complete accord in the 
current questions of the international communist movement. It 
was assured that both parties will retpin as their uncompromis¬ 
ing guide-lines the 1957 and 19G0 communiques of Vorld Communist 
Program. 

The FCP end the SCP delegations expressed their unanimous 
agreement that at the present time it is very important to make 
tVcrgreatest effort in order to conquer the difficulties in the 
ranks of the international communist movement,, to fortify its 
solidarity on the basis of MarxisiA-Leninism and proletarian in¬ 
ternationalism. The delegations expressed as their firm, con¬ 
viction that in spite of differences it is entirely possible 
to achieve unity of action among all fraternal parties in their 
present struggle against imperialism, for peace, national sove¬ 
reignty, democracy and socialism. 

The delegates of both parties confirmed with satisfaction 
that the traditional brotherly relations between the PC? end the 
SCF have developed, as doe all Tarxist-Leninist parties usually, 
on the basis of mutual independence and equality, and lately 
these relations have been increasingly strenghtened. both parti¬ 
es are also in the future ready to develop close cooperation 
by arranging conferences between the delegates of the narties, 
by exchanging delegations, information, literature, and trith 
all the appropriate forms of proletarian internationalist -princip¬ 
les end standards. 
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COMMENTS ON FINNISH CP'S RECENT 


msamn 

PRONOUNCEMENTS ON FOREIGN POLICY 


/following is a translation of an editorial entitled "Finnish 
Conamnist Party on a Strange Path, 11 in the Finniah-language 
daily newspaper Kansan Lehtq. (People's Paper) of the Finnish 
Sooial Denooratio Party v ftnpere, 5 March 1965* page 3 J 


Some rather strange end unusual features have been seen 
in the Finnish Communist Party?s field work in the lost few 
drys. Prom the PC? district offices directives have boon 
sent to the leaders of the locals which indicate i hot the 
communists are once again resorting to shady suggestions 
regarding foreign policy. The basis of the present directive 
seems to be the communique issued at the negotiations between 
the representatives of the Finnish Communist Party and the 
Soviet Communist Party. The FCP activists in places of emp¬ 
loyment have been urged to operate especially among the Social 
Democratic workers, emphasizing the following points: 

- The communique of the FCP and the SCP is one of the most 
important questions concerning our country. It is an indic¬ 
ation of the immense political gains attainable with the help 
of the FCP. 

- Through the negotiations of the FCP such big questions 
have been initiated as the expansion of ties between the in¬ 
dustries of the two countries, and the exchange of technical 
information, which would help our industry and result in in¬ 
creased employment for us. Further, attention has been given 
to the development of industrial plants with the use of Finnish 
labor which would decrease unemployment here. Another question 
has been the expansion of our fishing rights into the Soviet 
territorial waters, also the establishernt of a direct shinping 
service from Helsinki to Tallinn, as well as the construction 
of a gas line in Finland with the aid of the Soviet Union. 

All these questions were presented by the FCP to the SCT which 
has promised that they would be given a consideration. 

- The activists (communists) in places of employment have 
been encouraged to emphasize particularly that these results 
have been achieved solely by the FCP. At the spm.e time the 
activists should explain that the realization of these goals 
will depend to a great degree on how the Social Democrats will 
react to the prospect of cooperating with the communists. 
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The above directives have been given at several lar^e 
district offices in southern Finland. In addition, nt least 
in Helsinki it has been emphasized in several connections that 
the FCr 1 s nchieverents are a direct consequence of the change 
of power in the USSR". At the same time it has been pointed 
out that Khrushchev* s biggest fault was that he wanted to 
"move too much on the state and diplomatic levels and paid no 
attention to intimate contact with the active communist parties 
in capitalist countries.** 

Ihis kind of propaganda is crude and damaging. If the com¬ 
munique of the conference is examined more closely, certainly 
no outsider can draw those conclusions that the FCP has chosen 
to draw from it. As far ps the political part of the communique 
is concerned, attention is particularly drawn to the fact that 
it systematically agrees with the stand taken by the new Soviet 
leaders in various connections. Cn the SCF*s rn'rt it assures 
that the Soviet foreign policy goals will remain unchanged. 

That in itself is a point that lias been noted with satisfacti¬ 
on among all the Finns. Regarding the part of the communique 
that deals with the economic cooperation between our country 
and the Soviet Union, there is nothing new about it. According 
to the communique, the FCP has presented a number of wishes 
which the SCF lias promised to consider. These wishes present 
matters which have been discussed officially and and are being 
discussed now. These matters are not new nor have they been 
initiated by the FCr. The communique does not in any way give 
a reason even to suppose that from the part of the Soviet Union 
a condition for establishing economic, cultural and travel ex¬ 
change would be the establishment of a certain political order 
in our country. Even a supposition of this nature would be 
impossible because it would contradict the principles of non¬ 
interference in internal politics (of Finland in Ihis case), 
countless times emphasized by the Soviet Union. 

Ihe communique in question cannot be interpreted the way that the 
Finnish Communist Party seems to be doing. Therefore a very pertinent 
question arises: What is the objective of the leadership of the FCP? 

Is it striving to reach some specific goal by the peculiar interpreta¬ 
tion of this communique? 
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HONDO OBRERO DESCRIBES WORKER COMMITTEES OF SPAIN 


/Following is a translation of an unsigned article entitled, 
"On the Worker Committees" in the Spanish-language semi¬ 
monthly organ of the Spanish CP, Mundo Obrero (Labor World), 
Madrid, 1st half February 1965* page 8 J 


The Spanish political situation, is today characterized by the 
growth of a vigorous and very broad opposition to the dictatorship; there 
are many signs of approaching changes; in this framework it is necessary 
and helpful to examine some of the characteristics of the struggle of the 
working class, its recovery of its strength, and the organizational foms 
of the new labor movement. 

The new labor movement is stressed and concretely manifested in 
the worker committees, and because of them it has acquired a new 
physiognomy. It is new because it has no antecedents and appears to be 
the form of organization suitable to the situation in which the working 
class must evolve under the fascist dictatorship of a financial and 
land-holding oligarchy. It is paving the way and forging its experi¬ 
ences without the liberties it must go on to win and without the rl^its 
it is striving to attain. 

The activities and the struggle of the worker committees in 
Asturias, Vizcaya, Madrid, Barcelona, Sevilla, Guipuzcoa and other 
places have produced an arsenal of experiences of great political value, 
indicating their rapid development over a short period of time. 

One of the characteristics of the present period is the permanence, 
consolidation, and strengthening of the worker committees. There is the 
interentexprise example of the committees in the mines of Asturias and 
Vizcaya, the metal workers committee in Madrid, and many others we could 
cite. Despite the threats of the party in power, despite imprisonment 
and persecution in some cases, despite the attempts of the higher offi¬ 
cials to dissolve them, the committees continue to defend worker demands 
by organizing the struggle. 



This consolidation and strengthening of the worker committees is 
basically explained by the strength they can fall back on. They can 
rely on the confidence of the workers and the workers in turn draw 
strength from them in the struggle for their demands. 

The Government, the employers, the labor union bosses, and the 
police know many of the men who make up the worker committees. And this 
cannot be helped, fqr on many occasions they meet with the local labor 
unions, they present their demands to the offices of enterprises, to the 
civil authorities and the ministries. They act openly in the name of 
the forces they represent. This produces a paradox: without being 
legal, the worker committees are striving to win legality; without being 
officially recognized, they are called upon by employers, governors and 
other superiors to resolve the conflicts which arise in the companies. 
Therefore, while the right to demonstrate is being suppressed, the work¬ 
ing masses, under the direction of the worker committees, have rallied 
before the offices of the vertical labor unions and tens of thousands of 
workers have participated in street demonstrations. 

The worker committees and the struggles they are engaged in are 
in proportion to the growth of consciousness developing among the work¬ 
ing class. Actually, it is not a growth equal on all sides, but that 
does not counteract the impetus it has given to a very important sector 
of the workers in basic industries. 

The political maturity displayed by a large vanguard of workers is 
evident. And the combativeness being demonstrated by the miners in 
Asturias, the metal workers of the Basque country and Madrid, the farm 
laborers of the province of Cadiz, and other workers, are additional 
tangible indications of these assertions. 

What happened in Madrid on 26 January is obvious proof of this 
maturity. The demonstration by the construction workers in Madrid was 
supported by tens of thousands of metal workers as an indication of their 
solidarity. It was a magnificent example of proletarian solidarity; the 
same happened on 13 and IS October in Vizcaya and Guipuzcoa, when the 
worker committee of Vizcaya was going to be tried by the Court of Public 
Order in Madrid. 

Consequently, the movement of the worker committees is daily evi¬ 
denced as a factor of prime Importance in the struggle of the working 
masses for their political and economic demands; it hits and weakens the 
power of the dictatorship and inspires, stimulates, and influences the 
expansion of the middle class opposition forces. 

It will be difficult for anyone to attempt to claim that the large 
mass actions the year 1964 has produced — and which have not ceased at 
the start of the present year — are spontaneous, as some have said they 
have been in past years. Nov the conscious factor intervenes — 
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organization. The battles of the working masses are being prepared and 
generally organized by the worker committees. There are many examples 
which proves this to be so. 

The working class is becoming organized and unified in the strug¬ 
gle for labor demands. This is not done in clandestine labor unions. 
Experience has taught that it is impossible for mass organizations such 
as labor unions to ejdst, act and fight under clandestine conditions. 
These are not the old labor unions which are remembered from the past 
and which attract arid inspire the workers; they can s till respect them 
but they are out o$ljictlon. Aided by the communists, the workers have 
sought and have managed to find the forms of organization most effective 
and adequate for ^he present time. These forms have been put into prac¬ 
tice in the companies and are being expanded from there. Fruitful 
experience is being gained along the way which is enormously useful 
today and will be of great importance for tomorrow. These forms of 
organization are the worker committees which are being perfected in the 
dally struggle and in opposition to the harsh reality which confronts 
then. 


The gains of the committees are clearly apparent in that they are 
not only confined to the companies. Unions are being organized on an 
interenterprise level, locally, in districts and provinces, and on the 
national level. This advance in the organization of worker committees 
points to the creation of agencies of leadership and coordination for 
the struggle of the workers in important branches of industry, in defense 
of the interests of all who are part of each branch, on the national 
level. 


The development process of the organization of the worker commit¬ 
tees is not easy. It is full of difficulties and does not lack tricks 
to divert the men who direct it from the true path they follow. Tricks 
of promises and flattery, whose true intent is to corrupt and discredit 
these men in the eyes of the workers who have chosen them. 

The class enemy and its dictatorial government react not only with 
repression to break and if possible liquidate the movement of the worker 
committees. They also employ more refined methods of corruption, clearly 
known to veteran proletarians. There can never be sufficient vigilance 
in this respect to counteract those wicked goals of the big bosses of 
the vertical labor unions, the owners and the managers. 

The movement of the worker committees is directed by hundreds and 
thousands of men who have come up in this battle and who have been 
appointed by their fellow workers. The working class is democratically 
designating those whom they consider most capable and strongest to make 
up the oommittees which will represent them. 

The working class is fed up with having "leaders 11 imposed upon 
them by Franoo and Solis; it is fed up with guardianship. And when 



faced with this immoral and arbitrary situation imposed on it, the work* 
ing class not only refused to recognize the authenticity of these 
gentlemen who have been imposed upon them as their ''leaders 11 but found 
the practical and concrete way of selecting its own men by creating the 
worker committees* 

The demand objectives of the worker committees are not exclu¬ 
sively confined to the field of economics* Their fighting agenda 
includes the right to form unions and to call strikes, freedom of exp- 
pression, the absence of police at worker meetings, freedom for political 
prisoners, etc* These are the objectives thqy are presenting in Vizcaya, 
Madrid, Asturias, Sevilla, Guipuzcoa, and Barcelona* They express the 
deep feelings of the workers* That this is a rigorous truth was proved 
when they demonstrated publicly as they did, for example, on 1 May in 
Bilbao and 16 December in Madrid* They gathered, furthermore, to launch 
political slogans as significant as "down with dictatorship” and 
"Democracyl" 

That is to say, the behavior of the workers is becoming politic ally 
oriented. The conviction that the fight for political freedom is insep¬ 
arable from the fight for economic rehabilitation is deeply rooted in 
their conscience* In this way the worker committees are becoming charac¬ 
terized as being instruments of the economic-political battle of the 
workers* They are that because of the content of their struggle, because 
of the demand program which they defend, because of the manner in which 
they bring the action out in the open. 

The worker committees are enormously Important, not only because 
they now influence the increase and extension of the struggles of the 
masses, but also because they are influencing — and predictably will 
influence even more — the reestablishment of political liberties and, 
in the not too distant future, democracy in our country* 
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RBOMAL 07 THE CONFLICT BETWEEN THE FRENCH COMMUNIST 
STUDENTS AND THE FRENCH COMMUNIST PARTI 


/Following is a translation of an unsigned article entitled, 
"The UEC Conflict Flares Up Again" in the French-language 
monthly organ of the Internationalist Communist Party — 
French Section of the Fourth International (Trotskylte), 
^Internationale. No. 30, ftferuary 1965. page Zj 


The conflict between the Union of Conmunist Students /Union aes 
Etudiants Communistesj UEC7 and the leadership of the PCF /Parti. Conrnun- 
iste Francais; French Communist Taxt// is flaring up again. It will be 
recalled that during the Algerian war, first on the subject of that war 
and then on the subject of the international crisis over Stalinism, the 
UEC had political differences that separated the majority of UEC members 
from the official PCF line, with this majority itself being divided into 
rightist (the majority of the UEC leadership) and leftist currents. 

At the preceding Congress of March 1961*, the PCF leadership had 
concluded an ostensible compromise that boomeranged. It refrained from 
applying sanctions against the Party members who, within the UEC, were 
combating the official Party line; however, the Party leadership lost no 
time in trying to regain control of the UEC by every possible means. 

Initiating preparations for the coming Congress, the majority of 
the UEC leadership has just sent — in the form of a "letter from the 
National Bureau to the Central Committee" — a document addressed to all 
UEC members and to all communists. 

The document opens by revealing the methods used by the PCF leader¬ 
ship and administrative machinery to combat the UEC leadership. It is 
unnecessary to dwell on them here: the great pains taken by the PCF to 
avoid political discussion, together with the accusations of anti-Party 
activity, organization of factions, sabotage of UEC operations, etc, all 
show that the PCF leadership has progressed very little in its methods 
since the Stalin era, or rather that the changes which have occurred are 
the result not of internal transformations but of the new conditions 
that force it to observe a measure of prudence. 

On this point, and likewise on the demand for democratic discus¬ 
sion in which the'different currents in the Conmunist movement might 
export** themselves freely, one cannot fail to support the complaints 
and demands of the UEC National Bureau* 
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This document is not limited to these points, however# It is not* 
at all content merely to put forward the demands and the problems of the ; 
student community that the UEC would normally encompass in its day-to-day 
activity. It is not merely in this domain that this document opposes the 
policy proclaimed concerning these matters by the PCF leadership, a 
policy which generally speaking reflects a rather vulgar materialism. 

By the pressure of circumstances , the National Bureau has been drawn 
into the crisis of the international communist movement, and has conse¬ 
quently tackled all the big questions raised by the present world situa¬ 
tion. As a result, the document tends to takB the form of an overall 
political platform that stands in opposition to the PCF line. 

No attempts are made to conceal this opposition; this in itself 
is certainly progress as compared to the past. On some very important 
matters, the PCF line is criticized unequivocally. Nevertheless, on the 
most essential points the document leaves something to be desired. For 
instance, it justifiably raises the question of Stalinism, which, it 
states, should be profoundly studied and put in a straightforward manner 
before the communist movement, rather than resorting to a specious cure 
by means of small doses injected painlessly into the patient. So far ao 
good — until it takes up the problem of Stalinism, which it sees only 
as an ideological distortion or even perversion. At no time, however, 
does the criticism depart from the sphere of ideology and penetrate the 
realm of the social causes which gave birth to Stalinism. And although 
the document does take an important step forward in explaining the 
n personality cult," it is not a Marxist explanation. 

As concerns Trotskyism, the document states: "We do not share 
the Trotskyist conceptions of thB revolutionary movement (the study of 
which furthermore would have to be undertaken objectively )•••" We could 
easily reply that the authors of this document either have already under¬ 
taken this "objective study" (and they should say so) or they have not, 
tfiich is actually the case. How, then, in these circumstances, can they 
declare a priori that they do not share these conoepts? 

The fact is that the authors of the document have a more or less 
well-elaborated policy, the keynote of which is the neo-reformism con¬ 
tained in Togliatti*s "testament," with, however, deviations on certain 
points; it is generally a little more to the left, so to speak, in its 
overall content. One receives the impression that this document is in 
part the product of insufficiently-developed reading along various lines* 

We shall return, in future issues, to this document and to the 
tfiole UEC situation. This organization is paying dearly for its position 
vis-1-vis the present state of the labor movement in France and in the 
world. The UEC is, by* its social make-up, more sensitive to the current! 
and problems which affect the labor movement; but because the bulk of the 
laboring masses are not in movement, the UEC lacks a sufficiently stable 
base to achieve orientation in the sphere of theory and poliQr. 
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ALBANIAN JOURNAL DISCUSSES ECONOMIC PLANNING 
AND CRITICIZES THE LIBERMAN THEORY 

/Following is a translation of an article by Zequir Lika, 
Candidate In the Economic Sciences, entitled, N Albanian 
Journal Discusses Economic Planning, Criticizes Liberman 
Theory 11 In the Albanian-language economic and political 
organ of the economic ministries, Ekonomla Popullore 
(People's Economy), Tirana, No. 6, Nov.-Dec.1964, pages 

70 - 82 J 


DEMOCRATIC CENTRALIZATION — BASIC PRINCIPLE OF THE 
SOCIALIST PLANNING OF THE PEOPLE'S ECONOMY 

The planning of the people's economy is a powerful 
weapon in the hands of the socialist state. Through plan¬ 
ning, the sooialist state directs and develops the people's 
eoonomy in a coordinated manner and hence in accordance 
with a preconceived plan. By planning and execution of 
plans, the sooialist state performs its most important 
economic-organizational and cultural-educational functions, 
carrying out step by step and in a conscientious manner the 
program for the building of Socialism and Communism. 

Our Labor Party and Government have devoted and con¬ 
tinue to devote primary care to the planning of the people's 
economy and to its strengthening and continual improvement, 
as a very effective means of conscientious and organized 
guidanoe of the eoonomy by the state. In this direction we 
have aohieved important sucoesses. Planning has now become 
a neoessary expression of our daily eoonomic life, embrac¬ 
ing all aspeots of sooialist production and expanded repro¬ 
duction. The entire eoonomic *nd cultural development of 
our country is being accomplished on the basis of the gen¬ 
eral state plan, reflecting the fundamental Marxist-Lenin- 
lst principles of socialist planning. 

The planning of the people's eoonoiqy is a general 
and neoessary oondltion for all countries that are building 
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socialism; it is being carried out in a creative manner by 
our Labor Party in harmony with the peculiarities and con¬ 
ditions of our country. The socialist industrialization of 
the country, the collectivization of agriculture, the growth 
of industrial production at a rapid rate* the continual in¬ 
crease in agricultural production, the uninterrupted growth 
in the social yield of labor, the improvement in the people's 
material and cultural level in an appropriate manner in 
comparison with the past — all these things are the strong¬ 
est evidences of the vitality of socialist planning in our 
country. The successful building of the economio base of 
socialism within a historically brief period and in suoh a 
backward country as Albania has been in the past is a vivid 
expression of the superiority of a planned economy and of 
the great role of socialist planning in comparison with the 
capitalist economy, which flounders in chaos. 

The virtues of a planned economy and of socialist 
planning are evident: in the elimination of the crises of 
overproduction which accompany the capitalist economy and 
shake it to the roots, causing it colossal damage and mis¬ 
ery; in the elimination of unemployment, competition, an¬ 
archy and other evils which the capitalist world bears on 
its back and which the socialist world does not know. The 
socialist economy develops along an upward line. If we 
take 1937 as equal to 100, industrial production in the 
socialist countries in i 960 grew 6.8-folds, whereas in the 
capitalist world it grew only 2.4-fold. The proportion of 
industrial production by the socialist countries in world 
Industrial production rose from 27 percent in 1955 to 36 
percent in I960. In the same period the other branches of 
material production and of the non-productive sphere also 
grew. 

Precisely because socialist planning of the people s 
economy is a great material force in the hands of the so¬ 
cialist state, ensuring the unceasing development of the 
productive forces, the most varied slanders have been fab¬ 
ricated by the bourgeois economists and ideologists against 
its unshakeable bases, against the essence of its role. 
United and operating with this chorus are also the modern 
revisionists. In disregard of the truth and the great pro¬ 
gress made in the field of socialist planning in various 
countries, the modern revisionists have assailed the funda¬ 
mental principles of planning and have entered upon the 
path of discrediting and trampling it. It is a significant 
faot that the distortions of the modern revisionists in 
questions of the theory and praotioe of planning as well 
are beginning to be disseminated under the mask of the 
fight against the so-called Stalin oult and its results, 
whioh have allegedly done "great harm both to the oreative 



development of economic science and to improvement of the 
direction of the economy/ 1 (!) 

The Khrushchevian revisionists have undertaken a 
course aiming at establishing in the Soviet Union and other 
sooialist countries forms of direction and administration 
of the eoonomy that are in open opposition to the methods 
of socialist direction. Nikita Khrushchev and his follow¬ 
ers exalt to the heavens the Yugoslav experience in direc¬ 
ting eoonomio enterprises which is nothing else than capi¬ 
talist experience, and they have set to work to study and 
apply it in the Soviet Union. According to announcements 
made by the Soviet press itself 9 this "experience" has be¬ 
gun to be tested, applied and "enriched" still more. What 
a paradoxs capitalism is being tested in socialism! And 
this is so-oalled revisionist creativity. 

1. Planning of the Peopled Economy is an Objective Neces¬ 
sity Deriving from the Very Character of the Socialist Mode 
of Production 


In socialist society, the further development of pro¬ 
duction and the general direction of the economy can be ac¬ 
complished only on the basis of a common plan determined by 
the state. The classics of Marxism-Leninism have foreseen 
with great accuracy that, after the overthrow of the bour¬ 
geoisie, after the passage of power into the hands of the 
working olass and after the socialization of the principal 
means of production, society would be freed from the great 
burden of parasitism, and the eoonomy would develop accord¬ 
ing to a definite preoonceived plan. In this respect F. 

Engels said: "The proletariat takes over the state power 
and by the force of this power converts the social means of 
production slipping from the hands of the bourgeoise into 
property belonging to all of society. It thereby frees the 
productive forces from everything that until then has char¬ 
acterized it as capital and gives it full freedom to devel¬ 
op their social nature. From now on, sooial production ac¬ 
cording to a plan studied in advance becomes possible." 

(F. Engels, "Anti-Duering, 11 Albanian ed. , page 232). This 
is one side of the matter. The other side is that this 
creates the possibility of developing and directing the so¬ 
oialist eoonomy in a oonscientious manner on the part of 
the sooialist state. "With the taking over of the means of 
production by society, the production of goods.. .^sic, something 
omitted^/* •• will disappear, and along with it also the 
dominance of products over the produoer," (F. Engels, ibidem, 
page 280), predicted F. Engels. 

And indeed, for the first time in the history of 
mankind, a socialist sooiety is subjecting the development 






of the national economy to its own will. Of course, this 
subjection is not a subjective reflection of the functions 
of the Socialist state, but a reflection of objective ne¬ 
cessity, which oan yield the desired results if it is 
strongly grounded and consistently puts into practice the 
demands of the objective economio laws of socialism. "So¬ 
cialism cannot be conceived," said V.I. Lenin, "without the 
organization of state planning, which obliges tens of mil¬ 
lions of persons to respect rigorously a single norm in the 
production and distribution of products." (V.I. Lenin, 

Works, Vol. 27, Russ. ed., pp. 306-307). 

The essence of socialist planning is the planned and 
harmonious development of all the branches of the people's 
economy in consonance with the economio policy of the so¬ 
cialist state, based on the knowledge and utilization of 
the objective economio laws of socialism in every period of 
socialist construction; the rapid growth rate of the pro¬ 
ductive forces of the socialist society; the continuous 
rise of the material and cultural welfare of the people. 

All those things together ensure the superiority of the so¬ 
cialist system over the capitalist system. 

To oombat and malign socialist planning, the bour¬ 
geois economists have "elaborated" the theory that planning 
of the economy has nothing to do with the takeover of polit¬ 
ical power by the working class or with the socialization 
of the principal means of production. Planning, according 
to these economists, is a technical means of direction that 
has also been used in capitalist society. Such an asser¬ 
tion is tendentious and fallacious from beginning to end. 
Under capitalism, "everyone produces by himself, with the 
means of production that he happens to own and in order to 
fill his individual needs for exchange. Nobody knows what 
amount of the product that he produces will get to market 
or in what amount it can find consumers; nobody knows wheth¬ 
er anyone really wants the product of his Individual labor 
or whether he will recover his production costs or whether 
it will be sold at all. Anarchy prevails in social produc¬ 
tion." (F. Engels, "Anti-Duering," Albanian ed., page 267)* 

Combating the different versions of the bourgeois 
economists about "regulation" of the capitalist eoonomy or 
about "organized capitalism", V.I. Lenin said that as a 
consequence of the separate activities of the various pro¬ 
ducers who work for an unknown market, there oan be no pro¬ 
portion in the development of the various branches of pro¬ 
duction under capitalism. On the other hand, F. Engels, 
ridiculing those who call "organized capitalism" or state 
capitalism socialism, saidi "If the state tobacco monopoly 
is socialism, then Napoleon and Meternik must undoubtedly 
be ranked among the founders of socialism." These words of 



Engels are still timely today 9 when the various reformists 
and modern revisionists try to beautify capitalism in every 
possible way and to give it the label of "people's capital¬ 
ism" or even "socialism." "The most widespread error." 
wrote V.I. Lenin. is the bourgeois reformist thesis that 
monopoly capitalism or state-monopoly capitalism is no long¬ 
er capitalism, and that it may now be called 'state social¬ 
ism. ' eto." 

"The fact that suoh a capitalism is 'close' to so¬ 
cialism must be for the true representatives of the prole¬ 
tariat an argument proving that the socialist revolution is 
near, that it can be brought about with ease, that it is 
realisable and necessary and that there is no exouse whatso¬ 
ever for allowing this revolution to be denied and capital¬ 
ism to be extolled, as all the reformists do" (V.I. Lenin. 
Vorks. Vol. 25. Albanian ed. . pages 524-525). 

V.I. Lenin armed the party and the Soviet government 
with the fundamental principles of socialist planning. One 
of these basic principles of the planning of the socialist 
eoonomy is that of democratic centralism. There can be no 
planning of the economy without a centralised direction of 
it by the socialist state, just as there cannot be any cen¬ 
tralised direction by the state without a planning of the 
economy. The modern revisionists have struck at this in¬ 
violable prinoiple of socialist planning — the principle 
of democratic oentralism — and counterposed to it the so- 
called "direot democracy", just as they have counterposed 
the so-called "administration by people's councils" to the 
administration of the eoonomy by the state. 

Already in their time. V.I. Lenin and later J.V. 
Stalin combated and defeated the viewpoints of the right 
opportunists and the "worker opposition" concerning the so- 
called "administration of the economy by the producers." 
Right after the end of the civil war. when the Communist 
Party of Russia was confronted with the urgent task of re¬ 
storing the national eoonoiqy on the socialist path, an anti- 
party group (which in the history of the CPSU has received 
the name of "worker opposition") proclaimed the thesis that 
"the organisation of the direction of the national economy 
pertains to the Congress of Producers of all Russia, united 
in production trade unions, which elect the central organ 
to direot the entire national economy of the republic" (V. 

I. Lenin. Seleoted Vorks. Vol. II. Albanian ed.. page 737). 

The "worker opposition" was for the liquidation of 
the party's role in directing the economy; it denied the 
importance of the dictatorship of the proletariat in the 
oonstruotion of the sooialist economy. This opposition was 
in fact an anaroho-syndicalist group against the party and 
its program, a group whioh set the syndicates against the 




socialist state and against the Communist party, considering 
the syndicates 9 and not the party v as the highest forum of 
the working class. The theses of the "worker opposition" 
were in open contradiction to the teachings of Marxism-Len¬ 
inism and to the decisions of the Communist Party of Russia 
on questions of the direotion of the people's economy on 
the path of socialism undor the concrete conditions of Rus¬ 
sia. V.I. Lenin and the 10th Congress of the CPSU defeated 
the dangerous viewpoints of the "worker opposition." V.I. 
Lenin declared: 

"The term 'producer' itself unites the proletarians 
and semiproletarians with the small producers of goods, 
thereby getting away from the main meaning of the class 
struggle and the principal requirement of distinguishing 
precisely between the classes." 

"...Marxism teaches us that only the political party 
of the working class, that is. the Communist Party, is in a 
position to unite, educate and organize such a vanguard of 
the proletariat and of all the working masses as will bo in 
a position to cope with the inevitable microbourgeois vacil¬ 
lations of this mass... Without this, the dictatorship of 
the proletariat is unrealizable..." 

"Honce, the viewpoints of the worker opposition and 
of similar elements are not only theoretically erroneous, 
but are also practically an expression of the microbourgeois 
and anarchist vacillations; in practice, they weaken the 
consistent guideline of the Communist Party; in practice, 
they help the class enemy, the enemy of the proletarian re¬ 
volution" (V.I. Lenin, Selected Works, Vol. II, Albanian 
ed., pages 737-738). 

In this manner one would replace the administration 
and direction of the economy through the state by self-ad- 
ministration or its administration through workers' councils 
(as the modern revisionists are still preaching); that is. 
one would in fact withdraw one of its main functions from 
the socialist state, the dictatorship of the proletariat. 
This is not at all in the interest of socialism; on the 
contrary, it results in a revival of the capitalist elements 
and even their complete restoration. 

The modern revisionists have assailed the prinoiples 
of democratio centralism in the planning of the people's 
economy, just as they have assailed the socialist state it¬ 
self, and are now preaching its destruction under the con¬ 
trived pretext of etatist bureaucratism. It is not out of 
the question that in the state apparatus there are manifes¬ 
tations and remnants of bureaucracy having their origin in 
the traditions of the past, in old remnants in the con¬ 
science of men in general, and in the lag of oonsoience be¬ 
hind the social status and level of development of the 




productive forces and of the socialist relationships in 
production. This is not denied by Marxist-Leninists. But 
the elimination of bureaucracy requires long, patient and 
comprehensive work, to be done not only or principally with 
the forms of administration of the economy, but primarily 
by the development of broader educational activity to shape 
and strengthen the socialist conscience in work in order to 
educate men in the spirit of the communist attitude toward 
work. "Let us put an end to state bureaucratism and to 
bureauoratism in the national economy is demagogy, 11 wrote 
V.I, Lenin. "We will be fighting bureaucratism for years, 
and anyone that thinks otherwise is a charlatan and a dem¬ 
agogue, for in order to eliminate bureaucratism we have to 
take hundreds of measures, we all have to eliminate illit¬ 
eracy, all have to become cultured, all have to take part 
in worker and peasant inspection" (V.I. Lenin, Works, Vol. 
32, Albanian ed., pages 39 * 60 ). 

This is what V.I. Lenin teaohes us. This is the 
only right way. It is the way continually followed by our 
Labor Party, whioh has combated and continues to combat 
bureauoratism in all directions i both through education of 
the workers in the spirit of the Communist attitude toward 
work, through continual raising of the educational and cul¬ 
tural level of the workers, through the broadening of the 
participation of the working masses in the administration 
and direction of the people's economy and the state govern¬ 
ment and through the expansion of state and social control 
over the state organs, and so forth. 

As has been set forth above, it is not democratic 
centralism, but its abandonment, as preached and practised 
by the modern revisionists, that is resulting in a develop¬ 
ment and augmentation of bureaucracy through the creation 
of barriers and intermediate links, resulting in the culti¬ 
vation and development of corruption and the degeneration 
of the state apparatus, that phenomenon so typical of the 
capitalist states and of the states where revisionists are 
in power. 

Not the abandonment of democratic centralism, but 
the allround strengthening of it is what we need to ensure 
the oontinual improvement of socialist planning. "All the 
plans of the separate branches of production must be rigor¬ 
ously ooordinated, tied together and made into the single 
eoonomio plan that we need so badly." (V.I. Lenin, Works., 
Vol. 31* Albanian ed., page 590). 

This we are also taught by our experience, the ex¬ 
perience of our party and our state. Our Labor Party, dur¬ 
ing its aotion for the socialist construction of the coun¬ 
try, has not onoe weakened the demooratio centralism in the 
direction and planned development of the people's economy, 
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but, on the contrary, has continually strengthened it, and 
the results have been good. The broadening of the authori¬ 
ty and rights of the basic organs in the field of planning 
and in other fields of administration and direction of the 
economy has always been done in consonance with our concrete 
conditions, in keeping with the situation in the development 
of the productive forces in general and with the existing 
level of the cadres directing the economy. In this respect, 
we have at all times kept in mind the matter of combining 
the principle of democratic centralism with the stimulation 
of initiative on the part of the basic organs and with the 
enlargement of the participation of the working masses in 
the planning of the economy and the examination of other im¬ 
portant questions vital for the people. "The party has al¬ 
ways considered discussion of the principal problems with 
the masses as a fundamental matter in its activity. In 
this respect, it is at all times guided by the wellknown 
Leninist principle of democratic centralism, which implies 
the harmonious combination of centralized direction of the 
economy by the state with the broadest possible development 
of the creative aotivity of the working masses, with their 
direct participation in the direction of production. Here¬ 
in lies the source of the ever-growing strength of the par¬ 
ty's ties with the people, who see in the party the true re¬ 
presentative of their age-old feelings and aspirations. 11 

"Popular disoussion of the draft directives shows 
once more our state's core of popular democracy, which is 
an organized people united by the idea and the fundamental 
interests of the construction of socialism." (£• Hoxha, 
"Report on the Activity of the CC of the ALP at the Fourth 
Congress of the Albanian Labor Party," published by NShB 
"Nairn Frasheri", pages 64-65). 

In this respect, the principle of democratic central¬ 
ism proclaimed and applied by the party of the working class 
in the period of the construction of socialism not only 
deny, but, on the contrary, demands its combination with 
broad participation by the working masses (through the 
various forms of this participation) in the direction of 
the econony, in the planning of the economic and cultural 
development of the oountry. 

Hence, not abandonment of the principle of democratio 
centralism, but an allround strengthening of it, oombined 
with enhancement of the initiative of the basio organs, with 
an augmentation and strengthening of the participation of 
the workers in the direction of the economy and in state 
control, must be the way to improve the direction of the 
people's eoonomy, to make continual Improvement in its 
planning. 
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Planning the Peopled Economy is a Science 


The theory 9 like the praotice t of planning the peo 
pie's economy originated with the creation of the socialist 
mode of production. Hence this theory is relatively new. 

Like all other economic and social sciences, the 
scienoe of planning does not stand still, but develops and 
Improves continually. But this development must be under¬ 
stood and explained in a proper manner, that is v it must be 
a development always based on Marxist-Leninist science, on 
the objeotive laws of socialism, and serve always 9 in every 
stage 9 for the construction of Socialism and Communism, 
oonform with the strategy of socialism and take into account 
the constant development of all sides and phases of expand¬ 
ed socialist reproductioni production distribution, ex¬ 
change and consumption. Otherwise there can be no creative 
development of socialist planning. 

The need to continually improve planning is dictated 
by life itself• by the continual development of the produc¬ 
tive forces and the production relationships under social- 
ism, by the continual development of science and technology. 
For this reason the continual improvement of socialist plan¬ 
ning is a great task for all state organs 9 primarily of the 
planning organs and the specialists and scientific workers 
of the various sectors of the economy. 

Very harmful in this respect 9 however, are the view¬ 
points and actions of the modern revisionists, who, under 
the pretext of improvement, have aotually entered upon the 
path of undermining and trampling planning and upon the 
path of vulgarizing its role and reducing it to a minimum. 
Soem Soviet economists, enthralled by the myth of the so- 
called oult of the individual, have begun to discard the 
whole theoretical, scientific and practical tradition gain¬ 
ed in the field of socialist planning; they are discarding 
the many years of experience in the planning of the people's 
economy and have preached and are preaching changes result¬ 
ing in decentralization of the direction of the economy by 
the socialist state, thus trampling the fundamental princi¬ 
ples of socialist planning. Typical in this respect is the 
discussion opened two or three years ago in the Soviet 
Union over oertain questions of the theory and praotice of 
planning the people's economy. Participating in this dis¬ 
cussion were directors of the Soviet economy, specialists in 
industry and construction, economists and scientific work¬ 
ers. The discussion was opened by Doctor of Economic Sci- 
enoes Prof. E. Liberman with an artiole published in the 
newspaper Pravda under the title "Plan, Profit, Compensa¬ 
tion" (Pravda, Ho. 252, 9 Sept., 1926 /sicl i prob. mis¬ 
print for 19l>2 J. 
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In essence, this article was an obvious effort to 
move away from the existing practice of socialist planning 
in the USSR and from the method of democratic centralism in 
the direction of the Soviet economy, while its publication 
in Pravda clearly indicates official support for the views 
of Liberman and his assooiatos by the directing organs of 
the party and the Soviet state. Later events have fully 
confirmed this.; 

Prof. E. Liberman comes to the conclusion that the 
existing methodology of planning and the system of indica¬ 
tors in the planning of the peopled economy must be radi¬ 
cally changed. In this article he preaches "purification 
of the methodology of planning," actually through decen¬ 
tralization of the direction of the economy, and abandon¬ 
ment of the system of planning indicators, and he proposes 
that they be constructed in such a way that the enterprises 
will be interested in a "vital" manner in having the highest 
possible tasks in their plans, and will aim for the great¬ 
est possible increase in labor productivity through the 
best possible utilization of the fixed productive capital 
that has been given them by the state. In the author's 
opinion, this object can be attained if "the enterprises, 
after the volume of production has been fixed for them, 
fully draft their own plans," and if "the enterprises are 
as materially interested as possible in making full use of 
their means." In this professor's opinion, this can be 
achieved if all planning indicators are finally abandoned 
and a single indicator — the indicator of profitability — 
is established instead of the system of indicators used to¬ 
day (the correctness of which is indeed authenticated only 
by decades of experience in planning). The author of this 
article expresses the belief that both planning and worker 
compensation should be based and constructed on this one 
single indicator. According to Liberman, the higher the 
profitability, or gain, of the enterprise, the higher must 
also be the soale of compensation. 

However, the author does not take "profitability" 
to mean the ratio of profit to commercial cost or total 
oost, but the ratio of the enterprise's profit to the fixed 
production capital. 

About this article and the proposal contained in it 
a good many discussions have been held and different opin¬ 
ions and remarks expressed. It is true that later, after 
the many criticisms and muoh opposition from a good many 
economists, specialists, directors of the economy and soienoe 
workers, the author of the article abandoned some of his 
previous theses, which were abrupt and definitive, and he 
underwent a sort of evolution, as it were. But this evolu¬ 
tion did not essentially change his proposals; he displays 
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more vacillation, or rather certain internal contradictions* 
Certain oonolusions may be drawn about this author's arti¬ 
cle and about his proposals and opinions* 

Prof* E* Liberman tries with excessive ease to "solve" 
the complicated and difficult problems of planning and di¬ 
recting the economy in the first phase of the Communist so¬ 
ciety — socialism. He solves them as if by the Holy Spirit, 
by means of a vehicle 9 which according to him is profitabil¬ 
ity! but always greasing this vehicle with currency (through 
the compensation system)* It suffices to do this, he de¬ 
clares! and everything will happen like a miracle: the plan 
will be realised! the assortment of goods will be increased 9 
the quality will be improved, costs will be lowered, output 
will increase and the new technology will be exploited bet¬ 
ter. "if we desire to solve in an integrated manner the 
problems of quality, the problems of the new technology, all 
these things must be reflected in profitability — this is 
what a number of economists, including us, are convinced of." 
(Prof. B* Liberman, Ekonomioheskaya Gazeta * No* i*6, 1962, p. 
11 ). 

But can the profitability indicator characterize 
planning in the socialist enterprises in a complete and com¬ 
prehensive manner? The plan for the development of the peo¬ 
ple's economy in general, or the plan of a single enterprise, 
is a plan for organizing the process of expanded socialist 
reproduction* The expression of this conorete process of 
expanded socialist reproduction is found through a system 
of other indicators, such as: the volume of production, 
the assortment or nomenolature of articles, the number of 
workers, labor productivity, average pay and wage fund, 
costs, profit, eto* It is beyond all doubt that a single 
indicator, be it also profitability, cannot possibly charac¬ 
terize all aspects of expanded socialist reproduction* 

The profitability or gain of an enterprise and the 
proportional development of the people's economy in general, 
or of its branches in particular, are not only not inter¬ 
related and reoiprocally conditioned, but oftentimes even 
come into conflict with one another. Prof* E* Liberman and, 
after him, Aoad* Nemchinov, deolare that "what benefits an 
enterprise must also benefit society in general*" This is 
not true at all. The socialist society does not need pro¬ 
duction of values in general, but it does need production 
of consumption values* It is olear that if we start solely 
from profitability and tie its quantity to the measure of 
worker compensation, and all the more if we allow the enter¬ 
prises themselves to draft the plan entirely, they will aim 
to produoe those articles whioh assure them higher profits* 
And sinoe all the enterprises, eaoh for itself, will aim to 
aot as above, what will come of all this7 Would not this 
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actually result in undermining the fundamental principles 
of socialist planning and its objectives? The answer can 
only be "yes*" It can bring no benefit whatever, but only 
anomaly to replace the system of planning indicators by the 
single indicator of the average percentage of profitability 
for the economio enterprises, as proposed by Prof. £• Liber¬ 
man and those who support him. The object of proposals of 
this nature is to have the socialist state abandon the di¬ 
rection of the people's economy in a centralized manner, 
and hence to liquidate the planning of the people's econ¬ 
omy. Such a thing is in open conflict with the teachings 
of Marxism-Leninism on the socialist revolution and the 
construction of socialism, as well as with the Moscow De¬ 
claration of 1957* The latter expressly states that the 
planned development of the people's economy is one of the 
general and principal laws for the construction of socialism 
and is neoessary for all countries that are building social¬ 
ism. 

The law of planned development manifests itself and 
operates in all countries that have entered or will enter 
upon the path of socialist construction, while on the other 
hand there exists a host of historically created peculiari¬ 
ties and traditions that must likewise be borne in mind. 

It is known that the main demand of the law of planned pro¬ 
portional development of the people's economy is the ensur- 
ance of the correct proportions in the development of the 
people's economy between its branches and subbranohes, 
through all aspects of the processes of expanded socialist 
reproduction. With the system proposed by E. Liberman, 
under which each enterprise must draft and approve the pro¬ 
duction plan by itself, the above fundamental demand cannot 
be taken into consideration in the plans of the separate 
enterprises or even in the general plans of economio devel¬ 
opment. 

The views and opinions of the Soviet economist Liber¬ 
man and his associates actually open wide the way for the 
operation of the law of value both in the sphere of produc¬ 
tion and in that of distribution. As is well known, under 
the conditions of socialist production, the law of value 
cannot be a means of regulating production, and still less 
of regulating distribution. The classics of Marxism-Lenin¬ 
ism and the practice of socialist construction teach us 
that the sphere of operation of the law of value in social¬ 
ism is restricted to certain specified goals; under social¬ 
ism, the law of value operates chiefly in the sphere of 
goods exchange. If a free field of operation were left to 
the law of value in the sphere of production or in that of 
labor distribution, then the socialist state, right from 
the first stage, or in the stage of the construction of the 



eoonomio base of socialism, would have to renounce the all* 
round development of industry at a rapid rate and primarily 
development of the production of the means of production* 
Leaving a free field of operation to the law of value in 
the production sphere would mean not only renouncing the 
development primarily (especially in the first stage of so* 
oialist construction) of the production of the means of 
production, but also allowing spontaneity and the develop* 
ment of those branohes which ensure a high level of profi* 
tability, regardless of the needs of the socialist state 
and of the demands imposed on it. 

Abolition of the system of indicators in the plan* 
ning of the people's economy, cancellation of planning 
methodology and their replacement by a single indicator, 
whichever it may be, and all the more by profitability, by 
no means serves to strengthen the work of planning and its 
improvement, but, on the contrary, results in weakening 
planning and liquidating it. 

Still more. It is proposed that the profit or pro¬ 
fitability norm should be the sole criterion and the prin¬ 
cipal one for the compensation of workers, at a time when 
it is known that, under the conditions of socialist produc¬ 
tion, profitability cannot serve as an automatic factor in 
stimulating production. The automatic operation of the 
profit norm has effect only under the conditions of free 
exchange, of the free establishment of prices, under condi¬ 
tions where a free field is left to the operation of the 
law of value, i.e., under the conditions of capitalist pro¬ 
duction and distribution. 

Thus, there is but a hair's breadth between the 
"theory” of Liberman and associates and the "theory of in¬ 
stitutional or indicative planning of the apologists of 
"regulated" capitalism. The dissemination of these views 
in the eoonomio literature and practice of the Soviet Union 
and some other socialist countries is no accident. It is 
connected with the Khrushchevian revisionist course being 
pursued by the leaders of those countries away from the re¬ 
volutionary positions of Marxism-Leninism. 

Operating in the socialist society are objective e- 
conoroio laws which reflect those ties between the economic 
processes or phenomena and those economic needs which ori¬ 
ginate from the very nature of production and distribution 
of material goods under socialism. These ties are of an 
objective nature, but men are not powerless against them. 

F. Engels foresaw that when capitalism has been liquidated 
and the means of production become common property, men 
will dominate the means of production, free themselves of 
the yoke of socio-eoonomlo relationships and become master 
of their sooial life. This freedom, as is known, was oalled 



by Engels n a recognized necessity. 11 What does this mean? 

It means that after men have recognized the objective lavs 
(the necessity), they will execute them in a fully con¬ 
scious manner, in the interest of society. “The laws of 
the social actions of men, which hitherto have been foreign 
to them, and the laws of nature which govern them, will be 
executed by men with complete awareness of the question, 
hence they will subject themselves to their rule.' 1 (F. 
Engels, “Anti-Duering,“ The quotation is taken from J.V* 
Stalin “Eoonomio Problems of Socialism in the USSR' 1 , Alba¬ 
nian ed., pages 8-9). 

In this manner, the planning of the people's economy 
also changes from an objective necessity into a recognized 
neoessity. To accomplish this, the objective laws must be 
executed with complete awareness. But it must be pointed 
out, among other things, that recognition of the laws de¬ 
pends upon the state and level of science and practice; in 
this case, on the level of theory and practice of planning. 
The further development and elaboration of theory and prao- 
tice is a means for recognizing and executing as woll as 
possible the demands of the objective laws of socialism. 

As we have said, eoonomio laws are of an objeotive 
nature, i,e. they operate independently of the desires and 
will of men. But economic laws operate in the daily life of 
society; they operate as a result of the daily productive 
and sooial aotivity of men. Apart from this activity, eco¬ 
nomic laws have no meaning. Men are not powerless against 
economic laws, not in the sense that they can alter these 
laws and proclaim new laws in their place, but in the sense 
that, recognizing the objective laws, they can use them 
correctly, creating suitable conditions for the further all¬ 
round development of the productive forces. 

Hence, in addition to the objective factor, great 
importance also attaches to the subjective factor. Men, in 
creating new living conditions in society, start from the 
objective ciroumstances and conditions and actively effect 
a change in those conditions. Material life and social ex¬ 
istence determine the conscience, but the conscience also 
operates actively to change material life and social exist¬ 
ence. This operation becomes still more active, still more 
effective, especially under the conditions of the socialist 
society through the powerful weapon of the planning of the 
people's economy and, in general, of its direction in a 
conscientious manner by the socialist society through its 
state. 

The planning of the people's sooiety is not an end 
unto itself. Its object is not planning for planning's 
sake. The state plans the development of socialist repro¬ 
duction in accordance with the demands of the objeotive 



eoonomio lavs of socialism. The plans of economic develop¬ 
ment actively affect the economic processes, the processes 
and components of expanded socialist reproduction. This 
aotive operation of the plans oan effect the further rapid 
development of the productive forces of the socialist so¬ 
ciety if the plans are based on awaroness and consequently 
reflect the demands springing from the operation of objec¬ 
tive eoonomio laws. If the planning of the people's econ¬ 
omy is not based on the operation and demands of those 
lavs, it is beyond all doubt that it will be a bureaucratio 
planning isolated from life and 9 as a result 9 we will not 
have a planned development of the people's economy. 

The aotive role of plans does not come from the ob¬ 
jective eoonomio laws in themselves, but from the attracting 
power of the policy of the party and the socialist state, 
which studies and reoognizes the demands of the objective 
economio laws, reflects them in the plans for economic de¬ 
velopment and uses them for the benefit of socialist con¬ 
struction in specifio stages. Under socialism there can be 
no spontaneous operation of the economic laws. The sponta¬ 
neity of eoonomio laws under socialism is a manifestation 
of their objective operation, insofar as they have not yet 
been recognized and consequently have not been used by men 
for the benefit of the cause, and are not reflected in the 
eoonomic plans. In this case, they cause trouble by their 
"disruptive" operation. The laws with their definite de¬ 
mands must be well recognized and kept in view in the var¬ 
ious processes of socialist eoonomio development. 

It must be stated that the recognition and correct 
use of the eoonomic lavs as a basis for raising the scien¬ 
tific level of the planning of the people's economy can be 
achieved only under the conditions of a rigorous applica¬ 
tion of the principle of democratic centralism in the di¬ 
rection of the people's economy, under the condition of 
constant strengthening of this principle and its combina¬ 
tion with the stimulation of the initiative of the basic 
organs, with a broadening of the participation of the work¬ 
ing masses in the planning of the people's economy and in 
state control. A weakening or, still worse, an abandonment 
of the principle of centralized direction of the people's 
economy, as intended and put into operation by the modern 
revisionists, does not contribute at all to raising the 
scientific level of the planning of the people's economy 
but, on the oontrary, creates routine and anarchy in sooial 
production. If such action were permitted, the results 
would be oatastrophic. 
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